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The Beacon on the Hill  

C H U R C H  O F  T H E  H O L Y  S P I R I T   
A N G L I C A N  P A R I S H  C O O L U M  B E A C H  

  

 

HOLY WEEK & EASTER SERVICES 

 
Palm Sunday  9.00am Holy Communion 

 

Maundy Thursday 7.00pm Washing of feet and 

   Holy Communion   
 

Good Friday 9.00am Liturgy of the Passion 

 

Easter Day   6.00am Easter Vigil 

    7.30am Parish Breakfast 
BYO breakfast, tea and coffee provided 

  9.00am Holy Communion 
 

 
 

THE DOCTRINE OF THE CROSS 
 

The doctrine of the cross is the great interpretative key that makes many things clear, at least for 
Christians, but perhaps also for history. It’s no accident that we have made the cross the Christian 
logo, because in the revelation of the cross, many great truths become obvious and even 
overwhelming. 

‘The cross proves everything’. This might seem like an overstatement but once you see the crucifixion 
event as a symbol clarifying the very nature of God, the core human dilemma, and the essential 
religious agenda, one can see how true the statement is. Those who ‘gaze upon’ (John 19:37) the 
crucified long enough - with contemplative eyes - are always healed at deep levels of pain, 
unforgiveness, aggressivity and victimhood. It demands no theological education at all, just an ‘inner 
exchange’ by receiving the image within and offering one’s soul back in safe return. C.G. Jung is 
supposed to have said that a naked man nailed to a cross is perhaps the deepest archetypal symbol 
in the Western psyche. 

The crucified Jesus certainly is no stranger to human history either. It offers, at a largely unconscious 
level, a very compassionate meaning system for history. If all these human crucifixions are leading to 
some possible resurrection, and are not dead end tragedies, thus changes everything. If God is 
somehow participating in human suffering, instead of just passively tolerating it and observing it, that 
changes everything - at least for those who are willing to ‘gaze’ contemplatively. 
We Christians are given the privilege to name the mystery rightly and to know it directly and 
consciously. All humble suffering souls learn this from God, but the Scriptures named it and revealed 



it to us publicly and dramatically in Jesus. It all depends on whether you have,’gazed’ long enough 
and deep enough. Call it prayer. 

Jesus didn’t stay on the cross, but died, was buried, and rose again! 

The same power that raised Christ from the dead is at work in us who believe.’ Jesus 
is pure gift, grace and glory! ‘From his fullness we have all received, grace in return 
for grace … no one has ever seen God, it is the only Son, who is nearest to the 
Father’s heart, who has made him known. (John 16:18). 

May Easter for you be happy and holy and blessed! 

Christ is risen! Hallelujah! Rev’d Bruce Sligo 

 

 

Bishop Jeremy Visit 

On Sunday, 22nd January we had a pastoral visit from Bishop Jeremy. It was a lovely occasion to 
catch up with our regional bishop. Bishop Jeremy explained to us the process involved for selecting 
a new priest.  

After the service a very tasty morning tea was served and Bishop Jeremy had time to chat with 
many parishioners. 

 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Each year our parish supports the ABM Lent, Good Friday and Easter Appeals. This year the Lent 
and Good Friday appeals have been combined.  
 
The Lent and Good Friday appeal will help vulnerable women, youth and children in the Dioceses of 
Jerusalem. 
 
The Easter appeal will assist with the establishment of the Meriba Maygi Zageth Anglican Council, 
giving Torres Strait Islanders greater autonomy with the wider church. It will also support the work of 
the Melanesian Brotherhood in the Torres Strait. 
 
Envelopes for both appeals are available on the table at the back of the church. To learn more, or to 
donate directly go to www.abmission.org/Lent2023. 
 

 

 
A group of dedicated parishioners pray regularly for others.  This group of people offer a special prayer 
ministry for anyone who is seeking confidential prayer support for all situations and issues.  
 
You are assured that the strictest confidentiality will be 
maintained and that your concerns/needs will not be discussed 
outside the prayer chain members.  It is acceptable to ask for 
prayer without giving any details. 
 
God knows all our needs. 

 Please contact Prayer Chain Co-ordinator Mary Lupton djmel@bigpond.com. 

 

 

Chocolate 
 
Each year in the Lent edition of Beacon on the Hill I remind you about 
buying sustainably sourced chocolate be it Easter eggs, boxes or bars of 
chocolate. It applies to tea and coffee as well.  
 

These labels indicate that the chocolate, 
coffee or tea has been sustainably sourced 
and produced free of child exploitation. 
 

There are now more brands to choose from Aldi, Cadbury, Green and Black and Mars all have some 

products bearing these labels. For more information go to www.rainforest-alliance.org/  

http://www.abmission.org/Lent2023
mailto:djmel@bigpond.com
http://www.rainforest-alliance.org/


SHROVE TUESDAY 
 

On Shrove Tuesday (also known as Pancake Day or Mardi Gras) we 

spent a very enjoyable evening at the home of Hazel and Scott 

Farquarson.  

Traditionally, because restrictions began on Ash Wednesday, the day 
before is seen as the last day of merriment and excess.  It was seen 
as a day for families to use up all their fats and eggs, with pancakes 
being a good way to use them up — so pancake-eating is more of a 
cultural tradition. The French translation for Mardi Gras is "fat 
Tuesday", which dates back to the buttery breakfast treats (although, 
there are no rules saying pancakes are strictly a breakfast food). In 
various countries Madi Gras has come to mean a time of festival. 

Our pancakes were many and varied and all very tasty. The occasion was traditional but chef Hazel 
surprised us with Korean pancakes which were filled with vegetables, seafood and other 
delicacies. Dessert pancakes were whisked up by Jan Christian and Mary Lupton.  

Thank you to Hazel and Scott for their hospitality. 

 

MEDITATION GROUP 
 
The parish meditation group has been meeting for about 18 months now during school terms. 
(Grandparental duties call some away in the holidays.) 

It is a small but committed group and we continue to be surprised and delighted by the way we are 
blessed by being together in silent prayer. 

Laurel Johnson has written about her experience in the meditation group. 

The inclusion of Meditation meetings in our church has brought a timeless quality into 
my experience - a Holy timelessness that has enabled a vision of the beauty of God's 
world and greater understanding of the availability of inner peace through the Grace of 
Lord Jesus. 
Laurel Johnson  



PARISH PERSONALITY - ROBYN WILLIAMSON  

I was born in Brisbane in 1943. Because of the war and housing shortages I grew 
up in a large extended household with my grandparents and several aunts and 
uncles. My mother passed away when I was seven and my large family helped 
shape my early life. I attended Kelvin Grove primary school and the Brisbane 
Girls Grammar. 

During my early years I was confirmed at St James, Kelvin Grove where I also 
taught Sunday School. Canon Smith was our minister, a really lovely man. 

Every Saturday I went to Girl Guides and in later years played 
hockey for St Andrews. From age seven to 14 every Christmas 
I spent two wonderful weeks at Noosaville with my aunt, uncle 
and two cousins. 

After leaving school I worked in several clerical positions in Brisbane until my 
girlfriend and I fulfilled our dream to travel around Australia. 

I met my husband Bill on our return. Bill joined the Northern Command Band and 
played the French Horn. After several years our family of six was posted to Malagar 
for two years. Lots of help with the children, soon to be five. 
On our return we spent time in Townsville then returned to a 
permanent position in Stafford Heights where our children 

attended school. During this time a friend suggested we enrol in a degree 
programme. I chose humanities at Griffith University. After six long years I 
graduated and soon after obtained a Diploma of Education.  

The children were leaving the nest, my husband retired, and we built a house in 
Coolum. That was the beginning of my long association with the Church of the 
Holy Spirit. I have been privileged to have known Greg March, Alan Gates, Jackie 
Lidgate, Cathy Laufer and now Bruce. 

After my marriage ended, I travelled to London where my daughter was working. We spent four weeks 
travelling throughout England and Europe. On my return I taught English at Hills International School 
at Beaudesert, living in from Monday to Friday. I also spent several years doing supply and contract 
work at many schools on the Coast. 

After I retired I joined the Coolum Bowls Club where I made 
many friends. I served on the committee and as President. I 
also have a great interest in genealogy which has been a very 
time-consuming hobby. 

I later married again and my husband, Ken, and I had many 
happy holidays: one in particular where we met my son-in-
law’s family in Dublin. 

My children have all married and I am a very proud grandmother of seven. 

My association with the Church of the Holy Spirit has been a constant in 
my life and I have cherished the warmth and friendship of my fellow 
parishioners. Over the years they have always been there when I needed 
any help and this continues today. My church family has been a great 
blessing.  

  



THANK YOU MORNING TEA FOR BETTY CHRISTOFIS 
 

On Sunday 19th February we gave thanks for the service that Betty Christofis has given 

to the parish over many decades as our organist. Betty and her husband, John, were 

founding members of our parish and both served faithfully. 

 A lovely morning tea, complete with a beautifully decorated 

cake, was enjoyed and Betty was presented with serval gifts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Corner 
 

God of the nations, whose sovereign rule brings justice and 
peace, have mercy on our broken and divided world. Shed 
abroad your peace in the hearts of all and banish from them 
the spirit that makes for war, that races and peoples may learn 
to live as members of one family and in obedience to your law, 
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

A Prayer Book for Australia p202  



World Day of Prayer  
 
The World Day of Prayer is held every year on the first Friday in March and is rostered to a different 
denomination each time. We had the pleasure, this year, to be the host of this wonderful day in its 
96th year. Taiwan was the represented country. 

After a meeting with representatives from the Catholic, Uniting and the Coolum 
Christian Family churches, I asked for a woman from each to share the stories that 
we had received in the service booklet. As the service progressed each of these 
women read their story and each of the people in the story were prayed for. 

The service flowed beautifully with some wonderful hymns, selected and played by 
Larraine O'Brien. 

Then came the time for the "talk". As I could not find anyone who had been to Taiwan 
recently I asked Carol Smeeton if she could do some research and speak for about 
10 minutes. WOW! What a journey she took us on; flying from Brisbane over the 
sea to this little island, half the size of Tasmania and looking like a squashed sweet 
potato in shape with an amazing mountain range down the centre. She spoke about 
the history, the ethnic mixture of the people, the education situation and the industrial side of this very 
interesting place. 

For presentation we 
were asked to cover 
the altar with four 
different coloured 
cloths - blue for the 
sea, green for the 
mountains, yellow 
and white to 
represent the culture 

and the industry. On top of the cloths we placed pots of 
Phalaenopsis (moth orchids), which are the national flower of Taiwan. Another flower endemic to the 
island are lilies. Thank you to Wendy Walton for the vases of beautiful pink lilies on either side of the 
altar. They complemented the orchids to perfection. 

The attractive artwork on the front of the service booklet was painted by a Taiwanese artist who told 
quite a story with the colours plus two birds of the country. 

I asked Pastor Rod Holt, from the Coolum 
Christian Family, to give thanks and the 
blessing for the offering and to lead us in the 
Lord's Prayer. I then commissioned him, as 
representative for his church, to pick up the 
banner for next year, which will be Palestine. 

We then filed down to a very scrumptious 
morning tea. 

 A great day was had by all and my thanks go 
to all who helped me to bring this to fruition. 

 

 

My prayers to our dear Lord were answered and I had all the help I needed at the right time.  

Jan Christian 
 
 



WHAT’S ON WHEN AT 
HOLY SPIRIT 

 
When these activities will be run in accordance with 
the COVID-19 protocols current at the time. 
 

BIBLE STUDY – 1st and 3rd Friday of each 
month at 10.30am in the Undercroft.  
Resumes Friday, 4 February 2022. 
Contact:  Jocelyn Pitt Ph 5448 8059 

BEER ON THE PATIO - 2nd Wednesday of 
each month 4.30pm-5.30pm. All men invited. 
Join with other men for a beer and chat (non-
alcoholic drinks available). Pick up and drop off 
can be arranged. 
Contact: John Roth 5446 5334 
 
GUILD - 3rd Wednesday of each month 
following a short service at 9am and 
morning tea. The Guild is a group dedicated to 
organising various activities with the aim of 
promoting fellowship opportunities. 
Membership is open to men and women and 
new members would be made very welcome. 
Contact:  Roslyn Thurairatnam 5471 7755 
 
CUPPA TIME – 4TH Wednesday of each 
month 
Join with others for morning tea at a local café. 
Contact:  Jan Christian: 5448 2092 
 
CRAFT MORNING – 4th Friday of each month 
at 9.30am in the Undercroft. This informal group 
meets to enjoy working on craft items, learning 
new crafts, and chatting over a cup or two of 
coffee or tea. Everyone welcome to either 
participate or just have a cuppa and a chat. 
Contact: Roslyn Thurairatnam 5471 7755 
 
HEALING SERVICE - Last Friday of each 
month at 5pm. This is a service of Evening 
Prayer with a focus on prayer for the sick.  
As all of us need healing in some way, anointing 
is available for all present, for our own healing 
and for those for whom we pray. Everyone is 
welcome. 

Contact: Mary Lupton: djmel@bigpond.com 
 
MEDITATION GROUP – Each Thursday in 
the church at 10am.  
Resumes Thursday, 2 February 2022 
Contact: Marcia MacPherson 0409 789 002 
 
CURSILLO GROUPS – Meet regularly  
Contact:  Jan Christian: 5448 2092  

REGULAR SERVICE TIMES 

 
 

Sunday 

9.00am Holy Eucharist 

 
Healing Service/Evening Prayer 

5.00pm LAST Friday of each month  

 

Morning service:  9.00am 

3rd Wednesday of each month.  

 

 

PARISH DIRECTORY 
 

Locum Priest:  Rev’d Bruce Sligo 

 0481 069 497 

 

Parish Office  (Thursdays & Fridays): 
Phone: 0447 002 573 
email  ang.coolum@gmail.com  
Website:  www.anglicanchurchcoolum.com  

 

Deacon:  Revd Carol Roth  
Phone:    0411 690 058 
 
Priest’s Warden:  Lynne Raw  
  lynne.raw@gmail.com  

People’s Warden: Lynn Rostirolla 

   lynn2065@hotmail.com  

Prayer Chain  Mary Lupton: 
djmel@bigpond.com 

 
Guild:   Roslyn Thurairatnam   5471 7755 
Cursillo:   Jan Christian    5448 2092 
Casserole Bank:  
 Roslyn Thurairatnam    5471 7755 
 
Pew Bulletin: email  scott@airwaveaust.com.au  
Beacon on the Hill: email: 
hsnews4573@gmail.com 

 

mailto:djmel@bigpond.com
mailto:ang.coolum@gmail.com
http://www.anglicanchurchcoolum.com/
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