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CHRISTMAS SERVICES
Christmas Eve

5.00 pm

Family service with dressing up for the children,
the nativity story and Holy Communion

Christmas Day

8.00 am

Christmas Eucharist

A Christmas Gift
Everyone is welcome at our Christmas services. To protect others, we are
asking everyone over the age of 12 to wear a mask. We will provide standard
blue surgical masks along with a Christmas sticker – or you can byo, Christmas
theme if you wish. We ask you to wear the mask throughout the service as your
gift to the congregation, reflecting the love of the Christ Child for all– vaccinated,
unvaccinated and vulnerable alike, without distinction.

Each year at Holy Spirit, we have an Advent Wreath, four candles, 3 purple and one pink, in a circle
representing the four Sundays of Advent surrounding a larger candle. This is originally a Lutheran
tradition but it has spread to many churches so it is now ecumenical.
There are two versions of what the candles signify, reflected in two hymns in our hymn book. In the one
we sing (#289), the candles are for God's promise, the prophets, John
the Baptist and the Virgin Mary. In the alternative (#286) the candles
represent hope, peace, joy and love. Both look forward to the coming
of Christ, not just as the Babe of Bethlehem but also as the Messiah,
the One who will reign over all in justice and peace.
We light an extra candle each week of Advent – one candle on Advent
1, two on Advent 2, and so on. The larger candle is lit at Christmas. As
children especially enjoy this countdown to Christmas some families
have their own advent wreath.

Mending the Church's Great Schism
On the night before he died, our Lord prayed that his followers might be one, as he and the Father are
one. If we made a list of unanswered prayers, this one would surely be at or near the top. Christ's
followers are clearly not one. As a familiar hymn puts it, the Church is 'by schisms rent asunder'. The
first major schism happened in the 11th century. The main issue was the wording of part of the Nicene
Creed.
The Creed was developed by representatives of the Church – the whole Church, as it was in the fourth
century. Bishops from the whole of Christendom at the time met in 325 in Nicaea (in modern Turkey)
and again in Constantinople in 381. Their deliberations resulted in a statement of the faith of the
Church, what we call the Nicene Creed.
The fourth century Church had two common languages, Greek and Latin. The Nicene Creed was
originally written in Greek and translated into Latin so that all members of the Church could recite the
Creed in a language they understood. Over the next few centuries, an additional word crept in to the
Latin version of the Creed. We don't know exactly how this unauthorised change occurred, but we do
know that it caused enormous friction, anger and, eventually, what became know as the Great Schism –
the division of the Church into East and West, in 1054.
One word – and the entire Church split. That word, in Latin, is Filioque. In English, it's three words –
'and the Son'. It comes in the Creed's statement about the Holy Spirit:
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and
the Son ...
That's how we say the Creed. But Christians from the Orthodox churches – Greek, Russian, Romanian
and so on – say the Creed without those extra words. And Christ's Church remains divided, by those
same words, the Filioque clause.
In the mid 20th century, Christians from either side of that divide finally started to talk to one another.
Anglican - Orthodox dialogue groups were set up. In 1976, the Anglican- Orthodox Joint Doctrinal
Commission issued an Agreed Statement. In regard to the Nicene Creed, it included these words:
'The Anglican members agree that ... the Filioque clause should not be included in this
Creed.'
This view was supported at subsequent dialogue meetings. The Lambeth Conference of 1988
recommended that the phrase be dropped in Anglican churches.
It's more than 30 years since that Lambeth recommendation, yet little has been done. So,
in 2019, the Synod of our Diocese set up a subcommittee to examine the issues. At this year's Synod,
the subcommittee reported widespread agreement that something should be done to take things
forward. As a result, Synod asked a new select committee to provide a study guide about the Filioque
clause for use in parishes. That Study Guide is now ready for use. It is designed for three sessions –
perfect for an Advent study.
Study groups are running but if you have not joined one of those groups and would like use the Guide
on your own it can be found at https://www.anglicanchurchsq.org.au/synod
The Guide includes a link to a feedback survey. The committee will collate the feedback and report back
to Synod 2022.
Of course, this will not mend the rift in the Church. That will take many more years and much discussion
throughout the worldwide Church. The Guide has been prepared in the hope that our Diocesan
community can help the Church take steps to repair the divisions in Christ's Body, and in so doing
become part of the answer to our Lord's prayer 'that they may be one'.
(The Revd Dr) Cathy Laufer
Parish Priest

Share food, shelter and lifesaving support
with people who are displaced, oppressed or living in poverty.
Since 1949, compassionate Christians have followed Rev Frank Byatt’s legacy, coming together each
Christmas across Australia and the world to contribute to the annual Christmas Bowl Appeal. This
year, like last year, was a year of turbulence and disruption around the world. As is often the case, the
impact of these was not felt evenly, with the poorest among us hit hardest including the 82 million
people who were uprooted from the stability of their homes by conflict or disaster, and the people
caught up on the humanitarian crises caused by this year’s conflicts in Ethiopia, Myanmar, Gaza and
the fall of Afghanistan.
Your gift through the Christmas Bowl will support local partners to meet urgent needs and help create
a world where uprooted people have a safe place to belong and provide education and assistance to
local communities so they can adapt to climate change and withstand financial hardship when natural
disasters strike.
Each year this parish supports the Christmas Bowl Appeal. Envelopes are available in the
bowl on the back pew, which you can either post to the address on the envelope or place
in the collection plate at the door of the church. Or, you can donate directly through the
Christmas Bowl website Donate • Christmas Bowl 2021 or by telephoning 1800 025 101.
If you would like to make an anonymous cash donation please place your donation in the
bowl, which will be emptied at the end of each service. Our Treasurer will forward all our
donations to the Christmas Bowl appeal in early January.

IMPORTANT DATE FOR YOUR DIARY
OR THE CALENDAR ON YOUR PHONE OR COMPUTER
PENTECOST 2022
In view of the impending retirement of our parish priest, we will have a Planning and Visioning
Day/Morning on Saturday 4 June 2022. This will be your opportunity to contribute your ideas about the
parish's future direction.
Details to follow but please put the date in your diary or calendar now so that you can have input into
our future.

TAKE CARE
Please take special care of yourself and avoid injuries because spare parts for
old models are no longer in stock.
As many of us are made in 40’s, 50’s, 60’s and 70’s models the warranty period
was long over and the expiry date is due soon so caution is better. Keep
reminding yourselves …
WE ARE LIMITED EDITIONS

St Francis Day: "Blessing of the Pets"
Recipe for a heart-warming, joyous yet reverent service: mix together 13 assorted dogs, 2 toddlers, a
priest and deacon and a dog-loving congregation seasoned with barks, odd growls , many licks and a
huge amount of tail-wagging.

BE STILL AND KNOW THAT I AM GOD
Psalm 46:10

At Holy Spirit we have a tradition that once the candles are lit, approximately 10
minutes before the start of the service, we have a time of quiet. There is a very wellknown saying:
TALK TO GOD BEFORE CHURCH
LISTEN TO GOD DURING CHURCH
TALK TO YOUR FRIENDS AFTER CHURCH

STAMPS

If you still receive Christmas cards please remember that ABM welcomes used postage
stamps. Just cut or tear them off the envelope leaving about 2.5cm (1 inch) all round the
stamp and place them in the box at the back of the church. This is not just a Christmas
thing – you can collect your used stamps all year. When you have a little pile please bring
them to church and put them in the box on the tshelf beside the hymn books. Or, if you
have a lot, you can send them directly to ABM at: ABM - Australia Locked Bag Q4005
Queen Victoria Building NSW 1230.

SUNSET CRUISE ON THE NOOSA RIVER
Thirty members of the Holy Spirit congregation enjoyed a touch
of the good life when they joined a cruise meandering the
channels of the Noosa River on the late afternoon of Sunday,
November 21. The everchanging vistas of gleaming
river, bushland, pelicans and
other
birdlife
were
interspersed with views of
mansions and boathouses as our boat glided along.
All this was enhanced by the gorgeous spread of food so generously
prepared and donated by Hazel and Scott Farquarson and the
opportunities for both extended conversations with friends and getting
to know newer members of our parish. The
odd glass of good wine added to the
pleasure of the occasion.

In case we needed further stimulation, Mary and David Lupton had thoughtfully prepared a quiz with
“easy” questions such as “How long is the Noosa River” and “What is a cleat”!! This was won by Pat
and Ray Tolley whose naval knowledge impressed us all.
The sunset did not live up to the normal Sunshine Coast standard due to
the overcast weather but the glow on board more than made up for that.
Many thanks to Mary and David for their great organization which enabled
us all to come together to enjoy a memorable cruise and to Hazel and
Scott for the wonderful food which enhanced the experience.

PARISH PERSONALITY – JAN WILLACY

As I grew up in a small country town, Jondaryan, I could not wait to escape. Years
later, after living overseas, I realised I had experienced so much caring, concern and
love from the people there. I am sure this defined me. The primary school had three
teachers who taught several classes at once. How they did that always amazed me but
we achieved and passed exams.
I was the second child, with an elder sister, who earned the title of Bossy Kay, and two
younger brothers, Douglas and Malcolm. Mum was the loving disciplinarian, while Dad
listened to me at least.
Our local Church, St. Anne’s was a quaint building with
beautiful hand-hewn wooden pews and we attended a
service each Sunday. After two years at Ipswich Girl’s Grammar, which I loved, I
travelled to Brisbane to commence my nursing training, at St. Martin’s Hospital.
This took much persuasion from my aunts, Dad’s sisters, as he held the notion
nurses were not respected. I discovered that time spent serving in World War Two
had influenced him. Mum told me that she always knew I would be a nurse as I
had bandaged my dolls as a little girl. Four years of training was hard work, long hours and study between
shifts, but so worth it. Seeing tears in my dad’s eyes at my graduation, said it all.
I travelled to Lae, PNG, to gain post-graduate experience and further
my career, when I became a Registered Nurse. (Also my boyfriend,
Len lived four hours from my posting. Perhaps another draw card.) It
was a wonderful two years’ nursing life, as I worked in a local
indigenous hospital, ran four surgical wards and even got to work as
an Infant Welfare nurse in Bulolo, a mining town and close to Len.
To work with those people taught me so much more than just nursing.
Their sense of family, caring and willingness to learn from me as well,
it was so amazing.
I went up there for two years and stayed sixteen. Len and I married in
Australia, returned to PNG and began our life together in Wau. After adopting two children we felt very
content with life.
We spent two years in Rabaul, the most idyllic place to live, then onto Port Moresby, before returning home,
as education for our children was paramount. We settled in Toowoomba where my mother and two brothers
lived. Sadly, my dad died while I was in PNG. I had nursed him in Toowoomba before he passed away,
leaving my children with Len and his parents back in PNG. A very sad time.
At age 42: the end of my marriage, and a new house, I began my midwifery
training. Crazy I know but had always wanted to further my studies. I worked for
Blue Care and then Buderim Maternity, which I loved.
I moved to Coolum in 2000, here I found Holy Spirit church, where instantly I felt
I was home.
Aged care drew me in, as my mother had developed dementia, so working at
Kabara, Cooroy was a natural progression. It was a friendly, happy place to
work and I particularly loved working with the dementia residents. Nursing has
so many aspects, and I feel so blessed that I have worked in so many varied
areas, even at a doctors’ surgery.
In 2016, I moved to Bli Bli, to an Over Fifties Lifestyle village, where I settled into a
beautiful setting, with a lake in the centre. Such contentment with friendly neighbours
and staff, I could not be happier. I attend two writing groups, which stretches my brain
and keeps me busy.
I am on our Social Committee here and the Chaplaincy group, which I love. It all keeps
me sane and hopefully keeps me here in my little piece of paradise.

We have in this parish a group of dedicated people who pray regularly for others.
This group of people offer a special prayer ministry for anyone who is seeking confidential prayer
support for all situations and issues.
You are assured that the strictest confidentiality will be maintained and that your concerns/needs will
not be discussed outside the prayer chain members. It is acceptable to ask for prayer without giving
any details.
God knows all our needs. Please contact Prayer Chain Co-ordinator Cathy 5351 1215

GUILD LUNCH
On Wednesday, 24th November the Guild had a delightful “breakup” lunch at Curly’s on the Boardwalk at Mt Coolum.
This year has again been a very unusual one for the Guild with
the restrictions due to COVID 19 and poor health for some of our
members impacting our get-togethers.
The Guild is a group dedicated to organising various activities
with the aim of promoting fellowship opportunities. Membership is
is open to men and women and new members would be made
very welcome.
Guild meetings are held on the 3rd Wednesday
The Guild meets on the 3rd Wednesday of each month following a
short service at 9am and morning tea. For more details contact
Roslyn Thurairatnam on 5471 7755.

PRAYER CORNER
God of hope, who brought love into this world, be the love that dwells between us.
God of hope, who brought peace into this world, be the peace that dwells between
us.
God of hope, who brought joy into this world, be the joy that dwells between us.
God of hope, the rock we stand upon, be the centre, the focus of our lives always,
and particularly this Advent time.
www.faithandworship.com/prayers

Jesus is the reason for the season Happy Christmas

WHAT’S ON WHEN AT HOLY SPIRIT

REGULAR SERVICE TIMES

When these activities resume in 2022 they will be
run in accordance with the COVID-19 protocols
current at the time.

BIBLE STUDY – 1st and 3rd Friday of each
month at 10.30am in the Undercroft.
Resumes Friday, 4th February 2022.
Contact: Jocelyn Pitt Ph 5448 8059
BEER ON THE PATIO - 2nd Wednesday of
each month 4.30pm-5.30pm. All men invited.
Join with other men for a beer and chat (nonalcoholic drinks available). Pick up and drop off
can be arranged.
Contact: John Roth 5446 5334
GUILD - 3rd Wednesday of each month
following a short service at 9am and morning
tea. The Guild is a group dedicated to organising
various activities with the aim of promoting
fellowship opportunities. Membership is open to
men and women and new members would be
made very welcome.
Contact: Roslyn Thurairatnam 5471 7755
CUPPA TIME – 4TH Wednesday of each month
Join with others for morning tea at a local café.
Contact: Jan Christian: 5448 2092
CRAFT MORNING – 4th Friday of each month
at 9.30am in the Undercroft. This informal group
meets to enjoy working on craft items, learning
new crafts, and chatting over a cup or two of
coffee or tea. Everyone welcome to either
participate or just have a cuppa and a chat.
Contact: Roslyn Thurairatnam 5471 7755
HEALING SERVICE - Last Friday of each
month at 5pm. This is a service of Evening
Prayer with a focus on prayer for the sick.
As all of us need healing in some way, anointing
is available for all present, for our own healing
and for those for whom we pray. Everyone is
welcome.
Contact: Cathy Laufer 5351 1215
MEDITATION GROUP – Each Thursday in
the church at 10am.
Resumes Thursday, 3rd February 2022
Contact: Marcia MacPherson 0409 789 002
CURSILLO GROUPS – Meet regularly
Contact: Jan Christian: 5448 2092

Sunday
9.00am Holy Eucharist
Healing Service/Evening Prayer
5.00pm LAST Friday of each month
Morning service: 9.00am
3rd Wednesday of each month.

PARISH DIRECTORY
Priest-in-charge: Revd Dr Cathy Laufer
Phone:
5351 1215
email:
ang.coolum@gmail.com
Parish Office
Phone:
email
Website:

(Thursdays & Fridays):
0447 002 573
ang.coolum@gmail.com
www.anglicanchurchcoolum.com

Deacon:
Phone:

Revd Carol Roth
0411 690 058

Priest’s Warden: Katherine Presley 0410 699 247
Prayer Chain
Cathy Laufer
email:
ang.coolum@gmail.com
Guild:
Roslyn Thurairatnam 5471 7755
Cursillo:
Jan Christian 5448 2092
Casserole Bank:
Roslyn Thurairatnam 5471 7755
Pew Bulletin: email scott@airwaveaust.com.au
Beacon on the Hill: email: hsnews4573@gmail.com

The clergy of Holy Spirit
pray that the Christ Child
surrounds you and yours
with his love and peace
this Christmas

