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Like everything else this year, our Christmas worship will be different to what we've been used to. Like Mary
and Joseph, we have to travel and we have to register. We're not travelling to Bethlehem, just to the Coolum
Civic Centre, 2-4 Park St, Coolum Beach. Registration is a Covid requirement and is online. The link for each
service is below.
Seating is limited so in order to attend, you will need a ticket which is emailed to you when you register.
Tickets are free, but ESSENTIAL. Without a ticket, you won't be able to enter the venue. If you don't have a
computer or find doing this kind of thing a challenge, please ask a friend for assistance. If you cannot get help,
then Katherine Presley will be in the hall after the 9.30 service on Sunday, 6 December to help you register
online and get your tickets.
So that all our folk and Christmas visitors can attend, there are three services this year: the usual Family
Nativity Service on Christmas Eve and two identical services on Christmas Morning, all with Holy

Communion and all at the Civic Centre. Here are the links for tickets for each service:
Christmas Eve Family Nativity Service 5pm
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/christmas-eve-service-tickets-128830151451
Christmas Day 1st Service 7.30 am
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/christmas-day-1st-service-tickets-128833812401
Christmas Day 2nd Service 8.45 am :
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/christmas-day-2nd-service-tickets-128833918719

Despair to Hope
Before writing this editorial, I looked back over previous ones I've written, mostly to make sure I wasn't about
to repeat myself. Twelve months ago, I wrote about planning a year of celebration in 2020 for the 50 th
anniversary of the Church of the Holy Spirit. Instead, we've had a pandemic, our church closed for the first
time in 50 years, and we were isolated in our homes.
Many of us feared that our community might disintegrate. Yet, in the midst of what seemed to be an
overwhelming situation, God acted. A new member of our community introduced me to Zoom, a new form of
church was born, and, far from disintegrating, our community expanded. New people joined, some just during
lockdown and others permanently. Former holiday visitors worshipped with us online. People who had been
shut in, unable to get to church, were able to reconnect.
This was not just a bit of modern technology. It was, I believe, truly a gift of God – a gift of a new member with
a new skill, a gift of connection, a gift of community. When bad things happen – and Covid-19 is very bad
indeed – then God acts. God brings good out of evil, God shines light in the darkness, God turns death into
life. Darkness, suffering, death are real, but God is present within them and is able to create good in their
midst.
I am reminded of the line from the prayer of St Francis that we often sing: Where there's despair in life, let me
bring hope.
That is the message of Christmas. In the midst of a despairing world, God comes to us as a baby, the
quintessential symbol of hope. While we all hope for a vaccine and an end to the pandemic, as Christians, we
proclaim an even greater hope, the hope embodied in the Christ Child, the hope of abundant and eternal life.
In my reading of my old editorials, I also found this quote, from 2015:

God give us rain when we expect sun.
Give us music when we expect trouble.
Give us tears when we expect breakfast.
Give us dreams when we expect a storm.
Give us a stray dog when we expect congratulations.
God play with us, turn us sideways and around. AMEN. 1
Back in 2015, I noted that the prayer reminds us that God responds to us in unexpected, surprising ways. That
has been our experience during this very strange and stressful year. And now, at Christmas, when we expect
stress, God gives us a Baby.
- The Revd Dr Cathy Laufer
Parish Priest

Sunday Services
Due to the current restrictions we now have 2 services each Sunday – Eucharist at 8.00am and 9.30am.
To join the 9.30 service via Zoom, please email ang.coolum@gmail.com for the links. Click here for the Order
Of Service.

Pram Service
We have also commenced a new service each Thursday at 11.00am. It is a pram service with communion. It
is a short service aimed at those caring for babies or toddlers. Noise, nappies and moving around the church
are all welcome!
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Michael Leunig, A Common Prayer: A cartoonist talks to God. Sydney: HarperCollinsPublishers, 1990.

As part of our year of celebration we had a Zoom visit from Archbishop Phillip
Aspinall on Sunday, 14 June.
It was lovely to have so many of our parishioners “attend” on Zoom, particularly
those from overseas, interstate and other parts of Queensland.

These photos have been pieced together from screenshots so the quality is not great.

On Sunday, 26th July we returned to church COVID style
with two services each Sunday. Although we were not
able to meet together as one congregation it was great to
be able to worship with others in the church building.

Sunday, 18 October 11 happy, smiling faces sat around a
picnic table at Lion’s Park for this month’s Picnic in the
Park. It is so good to be able to catch up with the 9.30am
congregation if you go to 8.00am service and vice-versa.
Conversations flowed, some good yarns, plenty of buns,
salads, cake and chips were washed down with piping hot
tea or coffee or cool fruit/soft drink. The sun shone and a
cool sea breeze was appreciated as we followed the
shade. Keep an eye on the pew sheet and we hope to
see you when we do this again! All are welcome!

Commitment Time
We are just finishing our official Commitment Time. The financial stablitity of the parish relies on regular
commitments from all of us. If you haven’t returned your commitment card there are still ways you can commit
to the running of the Parish. To do this you can set up a direct debit from your bank account to the parish.
Speak to our Treasurer, Ian Morris, for details of our bank account. Or, you can give anonymously through
Anfin, Anglican Financial Services, the finance branch of the diocese. There are forms at the back of the
church or you can go online to Anfin and complete the Parish Direct form Anfin Parish Direct form.
If you would like to commit to assisting with the preparation of our services, reading, welcoming people at the
door, lawn mowing etc. speak to Cathy Laufer or one of the wardens.

What a celebration!
On Saturday, 14th and Sunday, 15th November we celebrated the 50th Anniversary of the
dedication of the Church of the Holy Spirit Coolum Beach. And, what a celebration it was.
We were very pleased to have our regional bishop, Jeremy Greaves, join us for lunch and to
preside and preach at our services on Sunday morning.

Prayer for our future
Generous God we give thanks for fifty years of
worship at the Church of the Holy Spirit Coolum
Beach, for the generosity of those who built it and
the faithfulness of all who have gathered here. As
we look to the next 50 years in this place send
your Holy Spirit to help our church to grow in
numbers, in spiritual commitment to you, and in
service to our local community. We pray through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

The
beautiful
table
decorations were prepared
by Wendy Walton and
Mary Lupton.

Pat Tolley made a lovely
card for the occasion,
which was signed by all
those present and those
who attended church on
Sunday morning.

The very tasty and beautifully decorated cake was
made by Katy Whiting and cut by the oldest and
youngest attendees, Betty Christoffis and Ellie
Crockett.

Several parishioners spoke of their history with Holy Spirit Coolum Beach
Carol Smeeton was the MC of the luncheon on Saturday, 14 November and
she was the first to speak of her reflections on her history with the parish.
During her reflection Carol introduced other speakers.
When I first came to Coolum Beach on holiday with my parents in 1963 there
were only 2 commercial structures standing. The old wooden PO in Yandina
Rd and Lloyd Summers general store which stocked everything from thongs
and underwear to engine parts and probably included the kitchen sink. When I
returned in 1971 it was still much the same and the thongs were still marked
in pounds, shillings and pence!! We also had to access Coolum via Yandina as there was no bridge across
the Maroochy River at Bli Bli. Interestingly some years later my father drove the first vehicle over the Bli Bli
Bridge after the opening. Since 1901 Anglican services had been held at Nambour and at various homes and
venues in Coolum area. In 1955 the first steps were taken towards building a church at Coolum but lack of
funds halted the process and true to Anglican tradition of not rushing into things, nothing happened for a
further 13 years. In 1968 Rev Colin Arkell of Nambour and some interested Coolum residents made the
decision to build the current church at a cost of $17,860.54. Dave Allen was the builder. The Ladies Guild (and
their long-suffering husbands) worked their fingers to the bone raising funds to pay off the church . My own
parents were among that group and my Dad told many amusing stories about being a waiter or serving drinks
done up in a dinner suit and bowtie at the many events for which they catered. Other ladies made home-made
jams and preserves to sell to holiday visitors.
The strong spirit of the Guild ensured that the church was paid off in record time and was consecrated in
November 1977. From 1976 until 1987 Holy Spirit was fortunate enough to enjoy the services of a retired
Anglican priest who had moved to Coolum, Archdeacon Arthur Lupton, father of David Lupton, who helped to
cement a strong and united church community. He baptised both our children and managed our 2 year old
son beautifully who fought and struggled at the font yelling “No hair wash, no hair wash”. Arthur continued on
serenely only remarking wryly that he was a child who knew his own mind!!
In January 1992 Father Greg March was appointed Assistant Curate in Nambour with special responsibility for
Coolum Beach and this in combination with a lot of hard work from the Coolum Team resulted in the
inauguration of the Provisional Parish of Coolum Beach on 1 January, 1993.Four years later Holy Spirit
Coolum was granted full parish status on July 2, 1997. The early 1990s were the heydays of the parish with a
huge local population increase making possible many outreach activities such as Kids Club., mothers’ groups,
home bible study groups etc. A rectory was also built for what now seems the very modest sum of $168,000.

Julie Stewart
I am Julie Stewart, aged 77 years. My husband Barry Stewart and I purchased a cane farm
on South Coolum Road approx., July, 1964, so we have been here 56 years. I was brought
up an Anglican and attended Church services at the old CWA cottage on Coolum Terrace,
Coolum. Rev Colin Arkel took the services. I remember him shaking my hand and asking me
where I lived. I told him South Coolum Road. He said: “Oh, out in the sticks”. South Coolum
Road, is the road Woolworths is on. Those days it was a gravel road and all trees. No shops
only a few houses. I believe Rev Colin Arkel left us a few years ago. I can remember when
our lovely new church was built.
Everybody involved with the Church was trying to raise money for the pews etc. I used to play
an old pedal organ that I believe the Yandina Church gave to us. Meg Ashton told me where organ came
from. lt had a reed or note that would play whether you wanted it to or not. I played for services and a few
Weddings and people gave me money which I donated back to the Church. The Guild told me they bought a
nice lace frill to put around the Bride and Grooms table so it would look nice when we catered for weddings at
Luther Heights.
When we catered for functions I would wait on tables and Barry would be drink waiter. Barry and I enjoyed the
functions also and we became friends with Val and Cliffe Wright and their six children. Val and Cliffe Wright
worked very hard for our new Church. I think Wendy McCord was the first President of the Guild. Sylvia
Raymond [in the old Post Office] was very involved also. I can remember Ethel Broadbent reading scriptures,
beautifully, as she always did. We had Progressive Dinners those days also. I can remember catering for the
nibbles at one dinner at our place at South Coolum Road. We had a lot of rain and I remember putting a lot of
planks on the ground so people could get to the front door without getting their shoes covered in mud. Our
new Church had a veranda on the side and we had meetings in the Undercroft. I can remember Archdeacon
Lupton taking some services and bringing his wife and two sons. David Lupton, our Warden, is one of the
sons. lt doesn't really seem that long ago.
Betty Christoffis
When John and I were newly married John was transferred to Maryborough. The Priest
there was Archdeacon Arthur Lupton, David’s father. Living there 5 years we knew him
and his wife Nell very well. Can’t remember David, so can’t tell tales.
Thirty years later, 1984, attending Coolum for the first time, it was lovely to be
welcomed, on the footpath by Nell. Archdeacon Lupton was priest at Coolum at that
time. On entering the church, we settled into a pew and shortly after were told, “You
can’t sit there, that’s my seat”. We were quite amused because the same thing had
happened at Goondiwindi – we sat just behind the transept, which happened to be
where the choir sat. The moral of that is – when you first attend a church don’t be too
early, wait till most are seated.
The atmosphere of the church felt quite different, having come from Goondiwindi where
the church was brick with stained glass windows, whereas Coolum was so light and airy. Coolum Church was
attached to Nambour and administered by a Parochial Council.
We were invited to attend a lot of events which Nambour had, be it official, or celebration, or social, such as
square dancing and pot luck dinners and later on special Cursillo meetings. We got to know some of the
parishioners which was great.
The envelope system was introduced so some of the men had the job of visiting homes to persuade people to
contribute regularly by this system.
I can remember processing through the streets, including along David Low Way, with kerosene lit lighting.
To raise money a fete was organised in the grounds and a garage sale in the Undercroft. They were held
yearly. The guild organised street stalls, hoy and bingo meeting and garden parties. On the social side, the
Guild had a yearly outing for the day, usually a bus trip.
The end of year BBQ was always at Cyril & Joyce Coombs home and always a lot of fun. The yearly
progressive dinners were held in various homes, but always ended at Cliff and Val Wrights home, which had a
large rumpus room.
Faith Marek had an entertainment group call the Evergreens, a group of singers who used to sing and perform
for charities, so Faith always provided the entertainment at these dinners. My husband, John, who loved that
sort of thing, was always willing to dress up and take part. You can see by the pictures some of their antics.
The church building looked a little different and has undergone several alterations since I arrived. There was
a spire, which was taken down, The western side of the church consisted of a veranda with the vestry at the
very end and with concertina doors between it and the rest of the interior. It’s inclusion in the church has
provided much more seating accommodation. The altar has been moved forward to accommodate more
space behind it. More recently air conditioning has been installed. There was a big shady tree at the front of
the church. Since it’s removal the steps at the entrance have been replaced by the ramp. The steps and
railing at the side of the building have been added. A fence has been built around the grounds at the back.

The interior of the Undercroft has also undergone improvements a couple of times. I remember an extra
kitchen sink near the entrance and long bench along the northern all. At the moment, with recent upgrades, it
is a great improvement and we’re all wishing it won’t be long before we can put it to full use.
Simone Hayden
As I listened to Sarah’s sermon a couple of weeks ago about community vocation, I reflected
on the fact that this was what mum and dad had found at the Holy Spirt when they
permanently moved up to the Sunshine Coast 32 years ago. It was through the Ladies Guild
that mum found her place in the community! It was through these friendships and support
that she joined the Red Cross, visited the Mt Coolum Nursing Home (applying make-up &
chatting), and joined with other church groups in the community to help raise funds. One of
her favourite annual events was the Cent Auction at the Catholic Church. All of these things
gave mum her purpose in life and community vocation.
It was 22 years ago when Jon and I moved up to the Sunshine Coast and like Mum and Dad,
through the Holy Spirit, I found my vocation on the Sunshine Coast at St Andrew’s Anglican College.
With a young 5 year old boy and a baby on the way, Jon and I were looking at schools in the area when at
Holy Spirit it was announced a new Anglican School was being developed at Peregian Springs. They were
looking for members of the community with a variety of skills to assist in the planning, and I was eager to be
involved. I became a member of the Steering Committee, then the Council and then Business Manager. I still
remember the difficult decision to apply for the position of Business Manager as I was aware that this was a
big and busy role that would require an enormous amount of time away from the family. I prayed for guidance
and remember listening to the sermon on the Sunday before applications closed where I found a clear
message that this was what I was meant to do.
On this special occasion of the Holy Spirit’s 50 Anniversary I’d like to acknowledge and celebrate the
community and personal vocation that has been a result of the Parish.

During the services on Sunday morning Bishop Jeremy explained that the
fabric for his cope was designed by a woman from East Arnhem Land and
contained representations of lily pads and dragonflies. Dragonflies are very
significant to the people of Arnhem Land. Towards the end of the wet season
people eagerly await the sighting of the first dragonfly. It is seen as a symbol
of the end the heat and humidity and the harbinger of new growth and renewal.
He went on to say that the usual symbols of the Holy Spirit are doves or
tongues of fire but we could also consider the dragonfly as another symbol of
growth and renewal through the Holy Spirit.

Bishop Jeremy sent this lovely
thank you note to Cathy.

PRAYER CHAIN
We have in this parish a group of dedicated people who pray regularly for others. This group of people offer
a special prayer ministry for anyone who is seeking confidential prayer support for all situations and issues.
You are assured that the strictest confidentiality will be maintained and that your
concerns/needs will not be discussed outside the prayer chain members. It is
acceptable to ask for prayer without giving any details.
God knows all our needs.
Please contact Prayer Chain Co-ordinator Jenny 5448 2885 or Cathy 5351 1215

CHRISTMAS BOWL
The Christmas Bowl is an ecumenical appeal bringing together the 18 member churches of the National
Council of Churches in Australia. This year the theme is “Love your neighbour as yourself” (Mark 12:31).
By contributing to the Christmas Bowl you are joining with thousands of churches from different dominations,
coming together to help our sisters and brothers in need. Since 1949 the Christmas Bowl has been
responding to the greatest needs of our time from emergency relief to refugees after World War II to now
delivering food, medical care and life saving support to families through the pandemic. Coronavirus is making
life even harder for many of our neighbours both in Australia and overseas. For example, in Afghanistan it is
even harder to for girls to get an education and realise their dreams after the schools closed as most families
do not have internet. In refugee camps widespread misinformation makes it harder for doctors to contain the
virus. The Christmas Bowl through Act for Peace is preparing learning packs for children in Afghanistan and
providing lifesaving food rations, hygiene kits and medical care to people in refugee camps. What a wonderful
way to share God’s love.
Again this year we, as a parish, will support this appeal. There is a “bowl” on the back table as
well as envelopes. If you would prefer to just pop some money into the bowl rather than take
an envelope please do so. Any money in the bowl will be collected at the end of each service
and given to the Treasurer who will forward all our donations to the Christmas Bowl appeal at
the end of December. You can also donate direct to the appeal by telephoning 1800 025 101
or on line through Christmas Bowl 2020.

CURRENT SERVICE TIMES
Sunday
8.00am – Holy Eucharist
9.30am – Holy Eucharist
Thursday
11 00am – Pram Service
3rd Wednesday of each month
9.00 am – Morning service before Guild meeting
Last Friday of each month
5.00pm – Healing Service/Evening Prayer
The clergy and wardens of Holy Spirit pray that
the Christ Child surrounds you and yours with
his love and peace this Christmas and
throughout 2021.
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