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The Beacon on the Hill  

C H U R C H  O F  T H E  H O L Y  S P I R I T   
A N G L I C A N  P A R I S H  C O O L U M  B E A C H  

   
 

 

"God Is Working His Purpose Out" 
 

Those words come from an old hymn. Each verse ends with the words, 'the earth shall be filled 
with the glory of God as the waters cover the sea.' It's an old missionary hymn, encouraging 
Christians to 'march forth in the strength of God' so that the gospel may be known throughout the 
world. Great sentiments, but we don't have to march overseas to see God's purposes work out. 
That is happening right here in Coolum through the ministry of our community at Holy Spirit. Two 
examples from the last few months show how God is using us to ensure that the gospel is known. 
 
In May, I was asked to conduct a funeral at the church for a woman who had had contact here 
many years ago. She had instructed her family that she wanted her funeral at the Church of the 
Holy Spirit. The family were not church goers but had some faith. They were very grateful for the 
service and for the afternoon tea provided by the Guild. Although they paid a catering fee through 
the funeral directors, they sent us an extra donation of a significant amount.  
 
Providing the space and liturgy for a funeral and offering food for mourners may not seem like 
'marching forth in the strength of God' but it is! A funeral is a service we provide to the wider 
community; it is part of our outreach, expressing the love of God for all who come. God works 
through us as we serve in this way. 
 
The second example concerns a Year 12 project. Almost every year, I am contacted by students at 
one of the local Catholic schools asking if they can interview me for their RE assignment which 
involves speaking to a minister of a non-Catholic faith community. This year, Lachlan from Sienna 
College told me he chose an Anglican church for his assignment because his family have Anglican 
roots. Lachlan chose not only to interview me but also to come to church, not a requirement of the 
assignment. He did this on the recommendation of friends who are Catholic but come to our 
Christmas Day service each year. They told Lachlan that it's fantastic! Lachlan came to church with 
his mother and said he really enjoyed our service and endorsed the views of his friends: 'It was 
great.'  
 
It's important for us to note how significant our major services can be for those who only come 
once or twice a year. We may not know these folk, but God knows them, and us. 'God is working 
his purpose out' through us even though we may not be aware of it. Let us rejoice and give thanks 
and continue to serve the community we are part of.  
 
See you at Christmas!  
 
 
 

- (The Revd Dr) Cathy Laufer 
Parish Priest 

 

 

  



Palm Sunday 
 

On Palm Sunday our service commenced outside in brilliant sunshine.  After a series of readings 
and blessing of palm crosses we processed into the church. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Good Friday 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Easter Day 
 

Our Easter Vigil began at 6am with the lighting of fire followed by the preparation and lighting of the 
Pascal candle.  A new Paschal candle is blessed and lit every year at Easter and is used from 
Easter morning until Ascension Day.  It is then used throughout the year at baptisms and funerals.  
The candle is adorned with various symbols: a cross is central; the Greek letters alpha and omega 
representing Jesus the first and the last; the current year and usually something decorative such 
as on this year’s candle the strelitzia flowers.  Five nails are placed around the candle for Christ’s 
wounds. 
 

 
 
 

Following scripture readings the 
Pascal candle was lit and 
everyone given a candle lit from it. 
We then processed into the 
darkened 
church. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 After a shared Parish breakfast Rebecca and Genevieve Crockett began 
the 9am service for the first time as Liturgal Assistant and Server 
respectively.   

  



PENTECOST WEEKEND 

Our Quiet Day this year was on the 8th June and started with Morning Prayer, 
hosted by our guest speaker, Bp Godfrey Fryer. He and his wife, Bronwyn, had 
travelled up from Brisbane.  Bp Godfrey started our brains thinking by 
introducing us to the life of St Francis of Assisi. Francis started out as a rich 
and indulged young man, the son of a wealthy merchant. He lived from about 
1080 to about 1120. At that time, there always seemed to be antagonism 
between towns and villages - somebody wanting more! Francis was still a 
young man when he joined his town's "army" and attacked the neighbouring 
town of Perugia. They lost and he was jailed for about a year. During his time of 
imprisonment he had time to think and to pray about what to do with his life.  As he turned to 
prayer a little more he thought of himself as a "good" fellow. The one thing he was not comfortable 
with was to be near to and/or touch "the untouchables" - those with leprosy. He would readily 
"give" to them but wouldn't "touch" them. But one day while out riding, his horse baulked as a leper 
came and stood on the road in front of them with his hand outstretched asking for alms. Francis 
surprised himself to find that he was getting down off his horse and approaching the man. He took 
a coin from his pocket and placed it into the withered hand. Then he knelt down and kissed the 
hand! As he rode away he felt the most amazing joy start to fill his being! 
 
After this introduction Bp Godfrey gave us the time of silence until lunch time (12.30 - 1.30 pm 
which was "talk" time) to think and meditate, focusing on the questions, "What is too much for God 
to ask of me? What can I not say yes to?" I had taken note of some headings in a book I had 
perused and thought they might give me some insight into how Francis might have coped with his 
changing inner being. 
 
(1) "Happiness can carry us through many triumphs and 
pitfalls, but, through the power of Christ, we will come 
through". There must have been many times when Francis 
would have felt very down. But after much prayer and 
focussing on God's unconditional love I feel he would have 
felt happy even though he probably demanded much of 
himself. 
(2) "Loneliness" - I wonder if he ever felt lonely? Maybe in his early time people would not have 
understood his quiet belief and left him to himself. 
(3) "Change" - Did he have times of doubt in this change in his life? Changes in life are cause to 
remember that God is faithful yesterday, today and tomorrow. (Hebrews 13:8). 
(4) "Memories" - Did Francis reflect on memories of his former life very much?  Did he dwell on the 
times of being indulged, being fed and clothed well, when he was feeling hungry, cold and tired? 
(5) "Govern time" - How did Francis govern his time - his love and care for others, healthy or sick; 
his love and care for nature and God's creatures? Did he take much time out just to care for 
himself? (God would always provide!) 
 
After lunch, Bp Godfrey gave a second talk. 1107 was a turning point in Francis' life when he went 
to Mass in a little church nearby. It was St. Matthias' Day and the reading was the story of the rich 
young ruler from Matthew's Gospel. It made a great impact on Francis and in 1109 he gave all he 
had back to his father. Again we were given silence time to reflect on more questions: "Would 
Francis' witness have been as authentic if he had not taken that gospel literally? How authentic is 
my witness to Christ? How much stronger could it be if I lived in a different relationship with my 
possessions?" 
 
King Solomon identified three (3) great foundation stones for "a home" or "a good life". 
(i) WISDOM - knowledge of God's ways and the ability to make right choices. 
(ii) UNDERSTANDING - an ability to apply God's principles, especially in relationships. 
(iii) KNOWLEDGE - very practical skills in specific areas. 
 
I think these three areas would have all been part of Francis of Assisi's life over the years. 
 



Our Quiet Day finished at 3.00 pm with prayer. The 
next day, Pentecost, Bp Godfrey presided over the 
Eucharist and delivered the sermon. We finished our 
Celebratory weekend with a beautiful morning tea, 
champagne and a cake made by Pat Tolley. 
 
Jan Christian. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

DIARY DATES 
 

Cake Stall & Sausage Sizzle 
28 September 

in front of the Church starting at 8am 
 

Progressive Dinner 
Friday, 1 November  

at various locations starting at 5pm 

 
Parish BBQ 

Sunday, 1 December – 5.30pm 
in the undercroft and side lawn area 

 
Ordination of Scott Windred as priest 

Saturday, 7 December  
St John’s Cathedral, Brisbane at 10am. 
 
 

 

50
th

 ANNIVERSARY 
CELEBRATIONS 

The Church of the Holy Spirit was built in 1970 so 2020 is 
our 50th anniversary. We will be celebrating – all year – with 
a line-up of significant guests. Put these dates in your diary 
now: 

 
 
Good Friday  10 April 
 
Easter Day  12 April 
 
Pentecost Weekend:  30 & 31 May. Our guest will be the Revd Greg March, first parish 

priest when Coolum became a parish in its own right. 
 
Trinity Sunday:  7 June with Archbishop Phillip Aspinall. 
 
Dedication Anniversary: 15 November with Bishop Jeremy Greaves. 
 
If anyone has old photos of the church building, particularly the outside with the spire showing, I would like to 
to be able to copy them and put them in future editions of The Beacon on the Hill as we head towards the 
anniversary celebrations. The photos will be returned immediately after they have been copied. Thank you, 
Suellen  



Noosa River Cruise 19 May 
 

“All aboard me hearties” was the greeting from Captain Greg as 
we set off on our 2 hour River Cruise adventure.  27 of our church 
family braved the sometimes showery weather.  Captain Greg took 
us firstly down along the river around Sir Richard Branson’s  25 
acre heart shaped Makepeace Island with luxurious 
accommodation for up to 20 guests (no we didn’t stop in for the 
night) while giving us a commentary of interesting stories about life 
on the river. 

We were well prepared with a great feast of all sorts of delicacies 
for our shared lunch along the way. 

Despite the weather conditions we were 
cosy with the see-through blinds down 
as we cruised around into the canals to 
view all the beautiful homes and unique 
boats moored.  Greg spoke about the 
wonderful work the volunteers of the 
Noosa Coast Guard (of which he is a 
member) do in rescuing people and 
boats in distress.  

 

Upon mooring at “The Jetty” umbrellas helped us to our cars and home again in heavy rain. 

Thank you all for participating in the wonderful day out on the river.  Let’s hope we can do it again.  

Mary  

 

 

Over the weekend of 28-30 June Cathy Laufer and our 
representatives, David Lupton and Rebecca Crockett, attended 
the 3rd session of the 79th Synod of the Diocese at the Anglican 
Church Grammar School in Brisbane. During Synod Cathy 
moved an amendment to a motion and her amendment was 
carried.   



 
 
ABCD SCRAMBLE - 10am each Thursday during school term 
A fun group for Mums/Dads/Carers & Tots looking at the alphabet and ABCD resources followed by 
morning tea.  
Contact:  Carol Roth Ph 5446 5334 Cost: $3.00 for one child or $5.00 for a family.   

 
These photos were taken after ABCD 
Scramble recently while the children were 
keeping out of the way of Suellen’s car 
leaving the car park.  
 
 

BIBLE STUDY – 1st and 3rd Friday of each month at 10.30am in the Undercroft. 
Contact:  Jocelyn Pitt Ph 5448 8059 

BEER ON THE BALCONY - 2nd Wednesday of each month 4.30pm-5.30pm - All men invited 
Join with other men for a beer and chat (non-alcoholic drinks available).  Pick up and drop off can 
be arranged.   
Contact: John Roth 5446 5334 

GUILD - 3rd Wednesday of each month following a short service at 9am and morning tea 
The Guild is a group dedicated to organising various activities with the aim of promoting fellowship 
opportunities.  Membership is open to men and women and new members would be made very 
welcome. 
Contact:  Roslyn Thurairatnam 5471 7755 

CRAFT MORNING – 4th Friday of each month at 9.30am 
This informal group meets to enjoy working on craft items, learning new crafts, and chatting over a 
cup or two of coffee or tea. Everyone welcome to either participate or just have a cuppa and a chat. 
Contact: Roslyn Thurairatnam 5471 7755 

HEALING SERVICE - Last Friday of each month at 5.00pm 
This is a service of Evening Prayer with a focus on prayer for the sick.  
As all of us need healing in some way, anointing is available for all present, for our own healing and 
for those for whom we pray.  Everyone is welcome. 
Contact:  Cathy Laufer 5351 1215 

CURSILLO GROUPS – Meet regularly – Contact:  Jan Christian: 5448 2092  

 

 
 

 
On Sunday 25 June our new vestments and banner, which were beautifully 

made by Wendy Walton were also celebrated and used for the first time. 
 

  



BUSH CHURCH AID 

100 YEARS 

1919-2019 

Reaching Australia For Christ 
 

The Bush Church Aid Society of Australia was founded as an entirely Australian 
organization within the Anglican Church, on a wet and windy night in Sydney, 
on 26 May 1919, beginning a remarkable story of love and dedication, 
hardship and bravery, in taking the good news of Jesus Christ to the people 
and communities in many of the remote regions of Australia. 
 
During the last century, many hundreds of faithful and heroic people have 
braved the harsh conditions of the outback, bringing the Gospel to the people 
living and working there, as well as providing support in chaplaincy, health and 
welfare services, family counselling, education, Indigenous Ministry, fellowship and Mail Bag 
Sunday School. 
  
Today, Bush Church Aid continues to adapt its ministry to meeting the needs of those it seeks to 
serve, but the basic characteristics of the men and women who serve within the organisation – 
their great love of God, their unwavering determination and perseverance – have not changed in a 
hundred years and it is good to know that our Coolum Parish is one of the many Anglican Parishes 
contributing with our money box collections and the annual gift of Mission Support, towards 
bringing Christ to the remote regions of Australia. 
 
Jenny Peel 
BCA Mission Contact 

 
 

 
 

REGULAR SERVICE TIMES 

 

Sunday 

9.00am Holy Eucharist 

 
Midweek services: 

 
Morning Prayer: 8.30am Thursday & Friday  
Evening Prayer:  5.00pm Friday 

 

Healing Service/Evening Prayer 

5.00pm LAST Friday of each month  

 

Morning service:  9.00am 

3
rd

 Wednesday of each month.  

 

PARISH DIRECTORY 
 

Priest-in-charge:  Revd Dr Cathy Laufer 

Phone:  5351 1215  

email: celaufer54@gmail.com 

 

Parish Office  (Thursdays & Fridays): 

Phone: 0447 002 573 

email  ang.coolum@gmail.com 

Website: www.anglicanchurchcoolum.com 

 

Deacon: Revd Carol Roth  

Phone:   5446 5334  M 0411 690 058 

 

Church Wardens: 

David Lupton 5471 7099  
Jan Christian 5448 2092 
Carol Smeeton 5446 2372 
 

Prayer Chain  Jenny Peel 5448 2885  
Guild:    Roslyn Thurairatnam 5471 7755 

Cursillo:   Jan Christian 5448 2092 

Casserole Bank:  

 Roslyn Thurairatnam 5471 7755 

Pew Bulletin & Beacon on the Hill:  

 email: hsnews4573@gmail.com 

http://www.anglicanchurchcoolum.com/Coolum_Church/Home.html
mailto:hsnews4573@gmail.com

