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C H U R C H  O F  T H E  H O L Y  S P I R I T   

A N G L I C A N  P A R I S H  C O O L U M  B E A C H  

   

LET'S PREPARE 

This editorial is based on my Advent sermon of 2
nd

 December.  
The full text is on our parish website. 

 
'Christmas is coming' the church is glad to sing 

and let the Advent candles brightly burn in a ring. 
 
That's the chorus of the hymn we sing each week in Advent as we light the candles on the Advent wreath. But the 
words of the chorus are misleading. Yes, Christmas is coming, but that is not what Advent, or the verses of the hymn, 
are about. The verses describe each candle: 

¶ the first candle is 'for God's promise to put the wrong things right'. 

¶ the second is 'for the prophets, who said that Christ would come with ... angry words for some'. 

¶ the third is for the Baptist, who, you will remember, had some very stern and angry words for just about 
everybody. 

¶ and finally, the fourth candle is for the Virgin who sang of God's justice. 
 
Put the wrong things right; angry words; God's justice. Our Advent wreath is as much about Christ's return as it is about 
counting the weeks till Christmas. The candles on our wreath tell us to prepare for Christ's coming in glory as Judge of 
the earth.  
 
Christ's judgement is not something to be terrified of. After all, the Judge is the Lord whom we love and serve. More to 
the point, this is the Lord who loves us and gave himself for us. Our judge is our lover ς and a lover is a very biased 
judge indeed. 
 
Nonetheless, we will be called to account, and we do need to prepare for that. How? By getting on with the job! Think 
of the parables Jesus told about servants left in charge of their master's goods or vineyard or money. The ones 
commended did not do anything extraordinary; they just did their jobs. The servants who are condemned are those 
who either did nothing or else stole from their master. The point of these parables is simple: get on with the task at 
hand until your Lord returns. 
 
At the beginning of December, we commemorate four saints who illustrate our task as Christians and show us how to 
prepare for Christ's coming. Francis Xavier, a Spaniard, founded churches in India, Sri Lanka, Malacca, Malaya and Japan 
in the 16

th
 century. In the next century, Nicholas Ferrar established a community in the English village of Little Gidding, 

dedicated to charitable works and to prayer.  Then we have two fourth century bishops. Ambrose of Milan intervened 
in a church argument, calling for peace and found himself elected bishop. Nicholas of Myra (modern Turkey) fed the 
hungry, healed the sick, cared for the oppressed and supported destitute children. We know him as Saint Niclaus, Santa 
Claus. 
 
Our Advent saints include an evangelist, a man of prayer, a peacemaker and a man who gave with abundant generosity. 
These are our tasks as Christians, the tasks of Advent, the way we prepare for the coming of Christ. 
 
I encourage you, this Advent, to prepare for Christ's coming in glory to 'put the wrong things right'. Knowing that we 
will be called to account, let us get on with our tasks: proclaim the gospel, pray, give generously, work for justice and 
peace. 
 
I bid you to a holy Advent. 

- (The Revd Dr) Cathy Laufer 

Priest-in-Charge 



 
 

 

All activities will recommence in 2019.  Check with contact person for exact dates. 
 
ABCD SCRAMBLE - 10am each Thursday during 
school term -A fun group for Mums/Dads/Carers & 
Tots looking at the alphabet and ABCD resources 
followed by morning tea. 
Contact:  Carol Roth Ph 5446 5334 Cost: $3.00 for 
one child or $5.00 for a family 

BIBLE STUDY ï 1
st

 and 3
rd

 Friday of each month at 
10.30am in the Undercroft. 
Contact:  Jocelyn Pitt Ph 5448 8059 

BEER ON THE BALCONY - 2
nd 

Wednesday of each 
month 4.30pm-5.30pm - All men invited 

Join with other men for a beer and chat (non-alcoholic 
drinks available).  Pick up and drop off can be 
arranged.  Contact: John Roth 5446 5334 

CURSILLO GROUPS ï Meet regularly  
Contact:  Jan Christian: 5448 2092  

David Lupton: 5471 7099 

CRAFT MORNING ï 4
th

 Friday of each month at 
9.30am ï An informal group which meets to enjoy 
working on craft items, learning new craft. Everyone 
welcome to either participate or just have a cuppa and 
a chat. 
Contact: Roslyn Thurairatnam 5471 7755 

GUILD - 3
rd

 Wednesday of each month following a 
short service at 9am and morning tea - The Guild is 
a group dedicated to organising various activities with 
the aim of promoting fellowship opportunities.  
Membership is open to men and women and new 
members would be made very welcome. Contact:  
Roslyn Thurairatnam 5471 7755 

HEALING SERVICE - Last Friday of each month at 
5.00pm - This is a service of Evening Prayer with a 
focus on prayer for the sick.  
As all of us need healing in some way, anointing is 
available for all present, for our own healing and for 
those for whom we pray.  Everyone is welcome.  
Contact:  Cathy Laufer 5351 1215 

 

 

 
 
A group of dedicated parishioners pray regularly for others.  This 
group of people offer a special prayer ministry for anyone who is 
seeking confidential prayer support for all situations and issues. 
You are assured that the strictest confidentiality will be maintained 
and that your concerns/needs will not be discussed outside the 
prayer chain members.  It is acceptable to ask for prayer without 
giving any details. 
God knows all our needs.  
Please contact Prayer Chain Co-ordinator Jenny 5448 2885 or 
Cathy 5351 1215 

 

 
 

 
As the Christmas cards start to arrive please 

save the stamps.     

 
For many, many years ABM has been accepting 
used postage stamps as part of its fundraising. Just 
cut or tear the stamps off the envelope leaving at 
least 1cm but preferably about 2.5cm all round the stamp. This is not just a Christmas thing ï you can collect 
your used stamps all year.  When you have a little pile please bring them to church and put them in the box on 
the table beside the hymn books.  Or, if you have a lot, you can send them directly to ABM at: 

ABM - Australia 
Locked Bag Q4005 
Queen Victoria Building NSW 1230.   

 

https://www.abmission.org/pages/collect-stamps.html
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=qhQdJ76H&id=6B273608A33E6381F0870B21E12E5F7282AF9F58&thid=OIP.qhQdJ76HdRBt3q8Zbru8MAEsEs&q=Little+Church+Mice&simid=608043997920561981&selectedIndex=2


The Reverend Scott Windredôs Ordination 
Scott was ordained a Deacon on 1 December in a moving service in St Johnôs Cathedral.  

 
   
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
The next morning Scott served as Deacon for our Eucharist and we all enjoyed a celebratory morning tea. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Love your neighbour as yourself (Mark12:31) is the theme of this yearôs Christmas 
Bowl Appeal 

A hand up not a hand out 
 
Through your Christmas Bowl gift you can give more children 
like Sadia a chance to go to school; you can bring hope to 
families in Vanuatu to help them plan, prepare and act when a 
disaster strikes; help families in Zimbabwe become conservation 
farmers, to support their children during tough seasons; or, 
provide emergency food, healthcare and training for families in 
need in Syria. 

 

To donate there are envelopes on the table at the back of 
the church or you can donate direct via the website 
http://www.actforpeace.org.au/Christmas-Bowl 

 
 

 
 
 
On 26 October one of our long-time parishioners, Rose Clarke, 
celebrated her 100th birthday.  More than 140 people attended the 
Coolum Bowls Club to celebrate with Rose.  People came from all 
over Australia to congratulate her.  Her daughter Colleen showed 
amazing videos of scenes from Rose's life - even a picture of her as 
a baby.  We learned many facts about Rose's amazing kindness and 
generosity to everyone who comes into her life.  A well loved and 
cherished lady!" 
 
 
 

 
 
St Francis Day at Holy Spirit Anglican 
Church was celebrated by the blessing 
of the animals during a delightfully 
relaxed service. All the dogs from large 
to small entered enthusiastically into 
the spirit of the service and the lone 
cat lay quiet and peaceful. A loving 
tribute to our companion animals. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  

http://www.actforpeace.org.au/Christmas-Bowl


This yearôs Progressive Dinner had a ñMediterraneanò 
theme.  It was a wonderful evening starting with pre-
dinner festivities at the home of Carol and John Roth, 
followed by main course in the Undercroft and finally 
dessert at the home of Mary and David Lupton. 
 
 
 

The guests were treated to a 
fascinating array of very tasty food 
from various parts of the 
Mediterranean.   
 
One of the very entertaining 
activities was the creation of togas 
from toilet paper!  Some of the 
results were interesting to say the 
least. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Phil Layton and one of his guests 
provided musical entertainment during 
the evening.  
 
Thank you to all who contributed especially 
Mary and David Lupton who coordinated the 
event. 
 

  



 

Put these dates in your diary now 
 
Sunday 24

th
 February  Annual General Meeting, after church. 

 
Wednesday 6

th
 March  Ash Wednesday ï service at 9 am 

     This marks the beginning of Lent. It is a significant service as we walk with 
Jesus towards Easter. 

 
Holy Week and Easter 

Maundy Thursday  18
th

 April  ï  7 pm 

Good Friday  19
th

 April  ï  8.30 am 

Easter Day  21
st

 April ï  

 6 am  First Eucharist of Easter, with fire, blessing of the Paschal Candle and 
renewal of baptismal vows 

  7.15 am Parish breakfast 

  9 am Eucharist 

Celebrating resurrection without recalling Christ's death is like having only dessert for dinner. It sounds 
attractive but is very unhealthy. Plan now to attend the whole of the Great Three Days. 

 
Pentecost Weekend: 

Saturday 8
th

 June  Quiet Day    

Sunday 9
th

 June  Patronal festival celebrations 

This year our guest is Bishop Godfrey Fryar, Bishop of Rockhampton until his retirement in 2013. Some will 
remember Bp Godfrey blessing our Bible Garden. He will lead our Quiet Day and be guest preacher for our 
Patronal Festival. More details to follow. 

 

The ABCD Scramble Christmas breakup on Thursday, 4 December proved to be lots of fun for young and 
old. The usual program of singing, a story and fruit for the children was followed by a sausage sizzle with ice 
cream to follow.  All the children were given a book and the parents/carers were given a container of one of 
the lovely slices Carol makes each week. Many thanks to Carol Roth and her band of happy helpers for 
another very successful and fun year. 

 

  

  


