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ETERNAL LIFE 

 
There is an assignment that senior students at Catholic schools do. It involves interviewing the leader of a 
faith community other than their own about beliefs and, each year, an ethical issue. I have been the 
interviewee for this project several times. This year, the issue was euthanasia. The two students who 
interviewed me asked about Anglican views of death and the afterlife. I've also recently been asked similar 
questions over morning tea after church. What happens to us, to our loved ones, when we die? 
 
The question is more complicated than it looks. We are embodied and time-bound creatures. That makes it 
difficult for us to comprehend the being of God who is spirit and beyond time. Death is about encountering 
God – about entering the spiritual realm beyond time. Getting our minds around that is no easy task! However, 
both Scripture and the Church's tradition give us some guidelines. 
 
The Hebrew Scriptures speak of the dead being in Sheol or Hades, a rather grey and dull state. Yet, even 
there, God is present. Peter quotes Psalm 16:10 in his sermon on the day of Pentecost: "He was not 
abandoned to Hades". The implication is that Jesus was 'in' Hades between cross and resurrection. Jesus 
himself acknowledges some kind of awareness after death in his words from the cross: "today you will be with 
me in paradise" and "Father, into your hands I commit my spirit". Paul tells the Philippians that "to depart and 
be with Christ ... is far better" than this life (Phil. 1:23). So, Scripture teaches that our consciousness continues 
in some way after death. 
 
The Church's teaching is summarised in the Apostles Creed which we say at every baptism. "I believe in ... 
the communion of saints, the resurrection of the body and the life everlasting." The communion of saints is the 
community of the faithful, living and departed, united in Christ. The old Book of Common Prayer spoke of the 
church militant – the faithful here on earth, and the church triumphant – the faithful who are with Christ. The 
whole communion of saints, living and departed, together form the Church. We need to be clear, however: the 
departed faithful are not God, or angels. We do not know whether they are aware of what is happening with 
us. (Grandma is not watching over us; only God does that.) While it is comforting to "talk" to our departed 
loved ones, we do not know if they "hear" us, and of course they do not reply. However, the Church's tradition 
is that those in the presence of God continue to pray for their loved ones, just as they did in this life. By 
contrast, God certainly hears our prayers, and our Lord does speak to us in our hearts. 
 
Things will change at the end of time. That's where the two last clauses of the Apostles Creed come in: the 
resurrection of the body and the life everlasting. At the end of time, our bodies will be raised as Jesus' body 
was. "... when he is revealed, we will be like him ..." (1 John 3:2) This will occur when Christ returns. Time will 
end. The translation "everlasting" is confusing here as it implies going on and on and on. But if time no longer 
exists, that doesn't make sense. A better translation is "life eternal". Eternal has to do with the being of God. 
We believe in life in the presence of God. 
 
Finally, there is the prayer of commendation, said at deathbeds and funerals: "Go forth, good Christian, on 
your journey from this world ... may your portion this day be in peace, and your dwelling in the heavenly 
Jerusalem." In this prayer, we hand the deceased over to God. 
 
But what of people of other faiths, or none? That has not been revealed to us. There are some things we do 
not know. What we do know is that the dead are in God's hands. We can entrust those whom we love, those 
whom we do not know, even those who have caused pain or harm, into God's keeping, for God is just, 
merciful and loving to all. 

- (The Revd Dr) Cathy Laufer 
Priest-in-Charge 



It has been a very busy start to this year – this will be a bumper pictorial 
edition of Beacon on the Hill. 

 
In March the Coolum celebration of the World Day of Prayer was held at Holy Spirit.  The country this year 
was Suriname, a republic on the north-eastern coast of South America.  Suriname has a population of 

approximately 540,000 consisting of indigenous peoples and 
descendants of African, Asian, European and Lebanese immigrants.  
There are also “new’ immigrants from other South American countries.  
90% of the country is covered with pristine tropical rainforest.   
 
The service 
was led by 
Jan Christian 
with 
contributions 

from several of our parishioners and 3 ladies from 
the Coolum Uniting Church. As the creation story 
was told parishioners placed appropriate items on 
the altar.  The service was followed by a 
sumptuous morning tea. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Our next event was Mothering Sunday, which is observed on the 4th 
Sunday in Lent.  The history of Mothering Sunday goes back to the 16th 
century, when people returned to their mother church for a service to be 
held on Laetare Sunday.   Mothering Sunday became a day when 
domestic servants were given a day off to visit their mother church, usually 
with their own mothers and other family members. It was often the only 
time that whole families could gather together, since on other days they 
were prevented by conflicting working hours, and servants were not given 
free days on other occasions.  Children and young people returning home 
for Mothering Sunday would pick wild flowers to place in the church or give 
to their mothers. In later times it became a tradition for girls in service to 
back a Simnel cake to take home to their mothers on their day off.  

At Holy Spirit we observe this tradition by having slices of Simnel cake blessed and distributed to parishioners. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mother_church
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Laetare_Sunday


 
On Sunday, 18 March we had a picnic in Tickle Park to bid farewell to Scott 
and Sarah Windred before they headed off to Indonesia where Sarah will be 
researching her PhD.  We look forward to welcoming them back in October. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

On Saturday, 5 May we held one of our semi-regular street stalls and sausage sizzles.  Despite it seeming to 

be very quiet as far as passing trade was concerned it was a very successful morning.   

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
On Palm Sunday our service commenced outside.  Carrying palm fronds we processed into the church for 
the remainder of the service which included the blessing and distribution of palm crosses. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
After a sprinkle of rain and the fire refusing to light our Easter Vigil service began outside the church 
with the lighting of the Pascal candle just as the sun rose over the Coolum skyline. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
After moving inside the church we 
celebrated the resurrection of our Lord 
Jesus Christ with a renewal of our 
baptismal vows and eucharist.   

 

Following the early service a scrumptious breakfast was shared 
with those people who were attending the 9.00am Eucharist, which 
was again a very beautiful and meaningful service. 
 
 



Pentecost Weekend - Our patronal festival 
 
The celebrations for this weekend commenced on Saturday with an inspiring Quiet Day entitled Holy Spirit 
Come to Me Now led by Kerry Holland.  The day incorporated prayer and reflection with creativity.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
Later in the afternoon the church was decorated in preparation for our Pentecost Sunday service.   

 
On Sunday morning Kerry gave a very 
thought provoking reflection. Many 
parishioners wore red to remind us of the fire 
of the Spirit. 

 
 
 

 
 
Following the service the congregation shared in a feast, the centrepiece of which was a birthday cake created 
by Pat Tolley. The raffle for a weekend at Ridgemill Estate was drawn by Kerry and won by a very happy Fay 
Jones.  

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Giving 
 
This year, we have been blessed with several new parishioners. It's been a joy to welcome 
them to our community. Over morning tea, one of them asked Cathy, "Is there a way I can 
give to the parish directly, from my bank account?" Indeed there is! In fact, two ways. You 
can set up a direct debit from your bank account to the parish. Just ask Mary Lupton for the 
account details. There's also an easier way. You can give anonymously through ANFIN – 
Anglican Financial Services – the finance branch of the diocese. There are forms on the 
back table, or ask one of the wardens for one. Fill it out, send it to ANFIN, and they will do 
the rest. If you want to change your giving at any time, just give ANFIN a call. 
All parishioners are encouraged to consider giving directly in this way. 
 

The Wardens: David Lupton, Carol Smeeton, Jan Christian 

 

 
 

 
 

THE CANON OF THE BIBLE 
 

The word, canon, is an English word derived from the Greek word meaning “rule” or “measuring rod”.  The 
idea of a canon, meaning that which is the measuring rod or standard of the rule of faith, is used for the 
Jewish Scriptures (Old Testament) as well as the Christian Scriptures (New Testament).  It should be noted 
that not only does the canon declare which books are included, but it also excludes all other books.  In each 
case the earliest writings to be collected and defined were those most pivotal to faith.  Both the Jewish and 
Christian canons developed in stages, some books being included for a time but then falling into disuse and 
being discarded, and other books added at a later date.  We understand this process to have been not only of 
human origin but also the work of the Holy Spirit.    

For the Jewish Scriptures these initial documents may have dated back to around the fifth century BCE at 
about the time that the Persian rulers were allowing those Jews expelled to return to their homeland with a 
subsequent awareness and resurgence of faith.  They were those defining the Torah, the central document of 
Jewish faith and the fundamental law of the Jewish nation (the first 5 books found in our bibles).  The Jewish 
canon expanded with historical and prophetic books being included and then it seems “the writings”.  The 
destruction of the Second Temple by the Romans occurred in 70 CE and the religious and national crisis that 
this caused was very significant, so that we should not be surprised that towards the end of the first century 
CE the canonisation process of the Jewish Scriptures was completed.   

The early Christian community soon began to produce writings about their own history, traditions and beliefs 
and these were read out when the faithful gathered to worship or even just to share their faith.  Communities 
were scattered and not within easy contact, and there were many strong-minded converts who were 
passionate about their understanding of who Jesus was and what it meant to be Christian.  Thus it was 
inevitable that there would be controversy.  Adding another layer of complexity was that the older Jewish 
scriptures continued to be used in conjunction with the Christian writings.   

By the second century CE, the gospels were accepted as foundational, as were several letters from the 
missionary, Paul, who had founded most of the early churches.  Also included were Jude, the 1st & 2nd letters 
of John, Wisdom of Solomon, and Revelation.  However, by the fourth century Wisdom of Solomon had 
disappeared and Revelation was disputed, as were the newer books of James, Jude, 2 & 3 Peter and 2 & 3 
John.  Hebrews was an inclusion because it was thought to have been written by Paul.  Finally in 367, 
Athanasius, the much respected Greek Orthodox Bishop of Alexandria in Egypt sent out his list of the 27 
books which have continued to make up our New Testament Canon and this continues to be definitive today.      

 

Rev Joc Pitt 



 
Please speak to the contact person for more details. 

ABCD SCRAMBLE - 10am each Thursday 
during school term -A fun group for 
Mums/Dads/Carers & Tots looking at the alphabet 
and ABCD resources followed by morning tea. 
Contact:  Revd Carol Roth Ph 5446 5334 Cost: 
$3.00 for one child or $5.00 for a family 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BIBLE STUDY – 1st and 3rd Friday of each 
month at 10.15am in the Undercroft. 
Contact:  Jocelyn Pitt Ph 5448 8059 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BEER ON THE BALCONY - 2nd Wednesday of 
each month 4.30pm-5.30pm - All men invited 
Join with other men for a beer and chat (non-
alcoholic drinks available).  Pick up and drop off 
can be arranged.  Contact: John Roth 5446 5334 

 

 
 

CURSILLO GROUPS – Meet regularly – 
Contact:  Jan Christian: 5448 2092  

 

 

MORNING TEAS AT MARY’S PLACE – 4th 
Wednesday of each month. Join with other 
women for morning tea and listen to an interesting 
guest.  Transport can be arranged. Contact: Mary 
Lupton: 5471 7099. 

 

CRAFT MORNING – 4th Friday of each month at 
9.30am – An informal group which meets to enjoy 
working on craft items, learning new craft. 
Everyone welcome to 
either participate or just 
have a cuppa and a chat. 
Contact: 
Roslyn Thurairatnam 
5471 7755 

 

GUILD - 3rd Wednesday of each month 
following a short service at 9am and morning 
tea - The Guild is a group dedicated to organising 
various activities with the aim of promoting 
fellowship opportunities.  Membership is open to 
men and women and new members would be 
made very welcome. Contact:  Roslyn 
Thurairatnam 5471 7755 

 

HEALING SERVICE - Last Friday of each month 
at 5.00pm - This is a service of Evening Prayer 
with a focus on prayer for the sick.  
As all of us need healing in some way, anointing is 
available for all present, for our own healing and 
for those for whom we pray.  Everyone is 
welcome.  Contact:  Cathy Laufer 5351 1215 

 



Faith, Friends and Future 
 
The Nambour Community Centre hosted the Faith, Friends and Future conversation in our community of 
Coolum.  Facilitated by the Community Chaplain, Tim Burns, and Mackayla Jefferies, an experienced group 
process facilitator, the two hours of conversation held an audience of 50-60 residents attentive to the 
responses of the panel who were Bp Jeremy for Christians, Brianna Asher for indigenous people, Ven 
Thubten Chokyi, a Buddhist nun, Dr Naveed a member of the local Muslim organisation of the Sunshine 
Coast, and Yogi Sri Amaraeshwari Amba who spoke for Hindu people. 
 
We were introduced to each with a short description of their faith and some amusing anecdotes of their 
experiences of trying to explain their faith to others. The Hindu has Realisation of Self, the Buddhist must 
check all information, the Aboriginal works through Oral Tradition, the Muslim spoke of Halal – no pork!, and 
the Christian through interpreting Scripture. 
 
On practicing faith and greeting others the Aboriginal is mindful of others and the landscape they live in, 
Brianna chooses to be identified as indigenous by wearing emu feathers as her skin is quite pale.  The 
Buddhist wears a maroon habit without sleeves even in cold climates as “Core Warmth” keeps them warm.  
Head is shaved for no vanity and in greeting wishes the other to be well and may you be happy.  The Christian 
communicates through prayer and scripture reading in community as part of the Kingdom of God on earth and 
through communion where Christ is present in the elements.  The Hindu uses salutations springing from the 
spirituality from the heart not the mind and by the use of wisdom scriptures in chant form in temples that are 
energy centres.  The Muslim has the Koran – the writings of Allah, prays five times a day, tries to go to Mecca 
at least once in a lifetime, fasts at Ramadan and dresses modestly.   
How do we address you? 
 
Muslim – has no title so greeting is Shalom Alago 
Buddhist– venerable – small bow with hands together with thumbs inward. 
Anglican – Bishop but prefers Jeremy. 
Aboriginal – as an elder, aunty.  If greeting from another area – “Who’s your mob?” 
Hindu – Yogi and is a Guru.  Small bow with hands together with thumbs touching heart. 
 
They talked about holy days and observances.   
Hindu – Celebrates festival of the light, of the harvest, of New Year, and Guru day. 
Aboriginal – Bunya day and change of seasons. 
Muslim – Festival change with the moon cycles e.g. Ramadan. 
Buddhist – uses an astrological calendar for the various happenings of Buddha.  
Christians – celebrate Christmas and Easter and other holy days and observe the seasons of Advent, Lent 
and ordinary time. 
 
The question was asked about Shiite Muslims and why some fear the idea of Islam.  Of the 1.8 billion Muslims 
about 10% are Shiite.  The divide occurred about the choice of leader following Mohamed.  The way of Islam 
is peace. 
 
How does each see life after death? Christians are intent on informing the living.  Hindu believes what you do 
in this life affects after life and may return in another life form.  The Muslim says the soul leaves the body.  The 
aboriginal talks about Dreaming which is always happening not a long time ago and expressed as The Dream 
Time.  Indigenous are embedded in the landscape so they return to the landscape.  The Buddhist has the 
energy of the sixth senses and at death the life body comes out.   
 
How can all religions work together for peace?  Answer – through conversation. 
 
I may have noted some things wrongly because some speakers were a little hard to understand and the audio 
system was poor.  I thought it was a worthwhile exercise in becoming better informed about each other. 
 
The event was sponsored by the Queensland Government ‘We are Queensland!” multicultural grants 
program.  A YouTube video  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qlwdu3Pd7qw shows some aspects of each 
faith and notes there are 156 countries, 45 faiths and 96 languages represented on the Sunshine Coast. 

 
David Lupton

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qlwdu3Pd7qw


Car Observation Run 
 

On Sunday, 24 June a fun-filled day was had by 27 people as they searched for clues and navigated their way 
to Cooloolabin Dam. They counted tyres, trees and signs etc. and racked their brains over street names and 
signs whilst following directions. Everyone arrived at the right place!!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
During a picnic lunch, the organisers, Betty Christofis and Mary and David Lupton, announced that the 
winners were Cheryl and Col Burton and their nephew Jerome. 

 
 

Carol Smeeton won a delicious 

tray of goodies in the raffle.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

God of power,  

may the boldness of your Spirit transform us,  

may the gentleness of your Spirit lead us, 

may the gifts of your Spirit 

be our goal and our strength, 

now and always. Amen.     

As printed in the Presbyterian   
Book of Common Worship (USA)  



 

Church of the Holy Spirit 

Anglican Parish of Coolum Beach 

 

Corner Perry St & Beach Road Coolum Beach 

PO Box 5, Coolum Beach 4573 

 

 
REGULAR SERVICE TIMES 

 

Sunday 

9.00am Holy Eucharist 

 
Midweek services: 

Morning Prayer: 8.30am Friday  
Evening Prayer:  5.00pm Thursday & Friday 

 

Healing Service/Evening Prayer 

5.00pm LAST Friday of each month  

 

Morning service:  9.00am 

3rd Wednesday of each month. 

 

 

Parish Directory 

 

Priest-in-charge:  Revd Dr Cathy Laufer 

Phone:  5351 1215  

email: claufer@connexus.net.au 

 

Parish Office  (Thursdays & Fridays): 

Phone: 0447 002 573 

email  ang.coolum@gmail.com 

Website: www.anglicanchurchcoolum.com 

 

Deacon:  Revd Carol Roth  

Phone:   5446 5334  M 0411 690 058 

  

Church Wardens: 

David Lupton 5471 7099  

Jan Christian 5448 2092 

Carol Smeeton 5446 2372 

 

Prayer Chain Jenny Peel 5448 2885 

Guild:   Roslyn Thurairatnam   5471 7755 

Cursillo:  Jan Christian 5448 2092 

Casserole Bank: Roslyn Thurairatnam 

 5471 7755 

Pew Bulletin & Beacon on the Hill  

email: holyspiritcoolum@yahoo.com.au

 
 

 

CHERYL’S DOLL DISPLAY OPENING 

 
12 Dharalee Court 

MT COOLUM 
Saturday 25th August 
from 9.30am to 3.30pm 

 
$5.00 entry fee which includes Devonshire Tea 

bring neighbours and friends 

(not suitable for children under 5) 
 

 
 

http://www.anglicanchurchcoolum.com/Coolum_Church/Home.html

