
Volume 9, Issue 2 Lent/Easter 2018 
 

 

 
 

The Beacon on the Hill  
C H U R C H  O F  T H E  H O L Y  S P I R I T   

A N G L I C A N  P A R I S H  C O O L U M  B E A C H  

   

 
 

BUT WHAT ABOUT SATURDAY? 

We will soon celebrate the Easter Triduum, the Great Three Days – Maundy Thursday evening 
through to Easter morning. We are familiar with the events of the Last Supper on Thursday 
evening, the crucifixion on Good Friday, and the joy of resurrection on Easter Day. But what about 
the day in the middle? What happened on Saturday? 

The answer is found in the Apostles' Creed, said at every baptism and during the Easter Vigil when 
we renew our baptismal vows. This creed affirms that Jesus 'was crucified, died and was buried; 
he descended to the dead; on the third day he rose from the dead'. On Holy Saturday, Jesus 
'descended to the dead' or, in the old translation, 'to hell'. What does this mean? 

Firstly, it forces us to acknowledge the fullness of the incarnation: God the Son shared our 
humanity to its endpoint. He was incarnate unto death. Just as his body was buried, so his 
soul/spirit was in the state of all the dead. Moreover, Jesus experienced the full consequences of 
sin, including separation from God the Father, both in his suffering on the cross and in the state of 
death. In death, Jesus was in solidarity with the dead, with sinful humanity. However, God the 
Father, through the Spirit, raised Christ from the dead thus opening heaven, the eternal presence 
of God, to humanity.  Ever since, the faithful departed share in Christ's resurrection life in the 
communion of saints, awaiting the fullness of the resurrection of the body at the end of time. 

What this means is that, no matter what we are faced with – physical or emotional agony, isolation, 
hell itself – whatever we might endure, we are not alone. When we affirm that Jesus 'descended to 
the dead/hell', we are saying that Christ has experienced all that 'hell' might mean, and has infused 
it with his presence. Hell – separation from God's presence – is no longer hell, for God the Son is 
there. Christ has shared our death so that we may share his eternal life. In the words of the hymn, 
Christ is truly 'death of death and hell's destruction'. 

Christ has experienced the absolute worst of human experience and, in being raised, has liberated 
us from all that hell might mean. In his descent and his solidarity with the dead, Jesus has 
transformed death into Sabbath rest in God's presence. So we can truly say of our dead, 'they rest 
in peace'. 

We do not celebrate this liturgically. However, it is well to remember on Holy Saturday that our 
Lord was not only crucified and buried, but also descended to the dead, 'for us and for our 
salvation'. 

 

- (The Revd Dr) Cathy Laufer 
Priest-in-Charge 

  



Parish Personality – Carol Smeeton 

The Broadbent family celebrated the end of the Second World War with the birth of a bouncing baby girl, Carol, at 
Oxford, England.  The family then lived at Windsor until in January 1951 they migrated to Australia following in the 
footsteps of their older son David who was 11 years older than Carol.  

Frank Broadbent was a business manager who picked up ailing businesses, 
restored them to profit then moved on to the next challenge, thus the family lived in 
NSW, Tasmania and Victoria over the next 5 years finally settling at Vermont in 
Victoria when Carol was 10.  Life at Vermont was idyllic on a 4 acre property 
where Carol had horses, dogs, cats and even chooks and the family were staunch 
members of St Luke’s Anglican Church.  She attended and taught Sunday school, 
belonged to GFS, sang in the choir and led the Youth Fellowship.  After enjoying 
primary and high school then teachers’ college and 3 years teaching in Victoria 
she was accepted by Australia Volunteers International and posted to Kwato 
Island Mission in Milne Bay District, PNG. 

It transpired that the principal of the school was leaving 3 months after 
Carol’s arrival so at the tender age of 22 she found herself principal of 
a boarding school catering for students from Year 1 to 6 with 
responsibility for 7 outlying village schools which had to be visited on 
patrol in school holidays!!  A huge challenge that included wading 
through swamps with leaches, a terrifying boat ride in a cyclone and 
coping with the death of a boarding student who fell out of a mango 
tree and dealing with male students nearly her own age serenading her 
with guitars under her bedroom windows!!! All this required a huge 
amount of growing up but in hindsight was one of the most wonderful 
and inspiring times of her life and strengthened her faith tremendously. 
It also brought Ian Smeeton and his family into her life, Ian’s 
grandfather having established the mission station at Kwato in 1890. 

After a fairytale romance Carol and Ian were married at St Luke’s Vermont in March 
1969 and then commenced married life in Wewak, a small town in the East Sepik 
district of PNG.  Ian was the station manager of Radio Wewak and Carol had an 
exciting position as New Maths Supervisor for the province which involved flying 
around in a small plane to various outstations, teaching and demonstrating to 
teachers how to implement the New Maths Program. They eventually moved to Port 
Moresby when Ian was promoted to a management position in charge of all the 
broadcasting stations in PNG.  Here Sara and Guy were born in 1973 and 1976. 

Sadly, it eventually became necessary to leave PNG and they moved to Sydney for 4 
years then finally to Coolum Beach in 1981 where they decided to settle permanently, 
close to Carol’s parents. Carol’s parents were founding members of Holy Spirit 
church and the children were baptised there by Archdeacon Lupton and Carol 
became very involved with the church, serving on Parish Council and finally 

becoming an L.A.  During this period Carol and Ian ran a catering business then a coffee shop for nearly 10 years 
until Carol returned to teaching as a foundation staff member of Matthew Flinders Anglican College, completing 2 
university degrees in education and librarianship whilst working as the Primary Teacher Librarian, a position she 
absolutely loved and continued for 18 years. 

Carol’s faith was tested and strengthened when in 1987, 11 year old Guy had a terrible accident which resulted in a 
brain haemorrhage and a skull fractured in 3 places.  He was not expected to live and the neurosurgeon at 
Brisbane Children’s Hospital told Carol “that he was a walking miracle” when seeing 
him a month after the injury.  A prayer network had been set up by all the Coolum 
churches and Immanuel Lutheran College (where Sara was at school) and Carol 
feels it was prayer that saved Guy’s life and upheld the family through the harrowing 
experience. 

In 1988 she did her Cursillo, which was a mountain top faith experience especially 
after the previous year!! 

Carol and Ian have been privileged to be able to travel extensively overseas for quite 
long periods and in Australia with their beloved caravan resulting in some wonderful 
friendships which continue to this day.  They are now both retired and are lucky 
enough to be able to spend time with their much-loved children and grandchildren who are 11, 8 and 6. Carol is a 
church-warden and enjoys patchwork and quilting, book club, bush walking and gardening and spending time with 
her husband of 49 years.  She considers her family of friends, many from Holy Spirit, as one of the most fortunate 
aspects of her life. She feels God has been good to her and her loved ones and that life is a rich tapestry for which 
she is truly grateful. 



 

EASTER SERVICES 
 

 

 
 

PENTECOST WEEKEND 

Saturday 19th – Sunday 20th May 2018 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Prayer for Lent 

 

Almighty God, whose blessed Son was led 

by the Spirit to be tempted by Satan: 

Come quickly to help us who are assaulted 

by many temptations; 

and, as you know the weaknesses of each 

of us, let each one find you mighty to 

save; 

 

 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who lives  

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

Amen. 
 

Book of Common Prayer, 1979 version,  
Protestant Episcopal Church in the USA. 

Maundy Thursday 29th March 7 pm 
Commemoration of the Lord's Supper and Foot Washing 

 

Good Friday 30th March 8.30 am 
Liturgy of the Passion 

 

Easter Day Sunday 1st April 
6 am Easter Vigil 

Easter fire, Paschal Candle, renewal of baptismal vows 

and first Eucharist of Easter 
 

7.15 am Parish breakfast 

 

9 am Holy Eucharist with renewal of baptismal vows 

 

Stained glass from the chapel at 

the Carmelite Monastery, 

Ormiston 

 

Pentecost is our Patronal Festival. We celebrate over the whole weekend 
with a Quiet Day on the Saturday and a guest preacher and celebratory 
morning tea on Pentecost Sunday.   
 
Our guest in 2018 will be Kerry Holland. Most of us know Kerry as 
Bishop Jonathan's wife. In her own right, she is a gifted spiritual director, 
retreat leader and artist. (You can view some of her artwork at 
http://www.kerryholland.com/index.php?page=gallery.) Kerry will be 
leading our Quiet Day and giving a reflection at the Eucharist on Sunday. 

Put the dates in your diary now, and plan to be part of the celebrations! 

http://www.kerryholland.com/index.php?page=gallery


 
 

ABCD SCRAMBLE - 10am each Thursday 
during school term 
A fun group for Mums/Dads/Carers & Tots looking 
at the alphabet and ABCD resources followed by 
morning tea. 
Contact:  Revd Carol Roth Ph 5446 5334 Cost: 
$3.00 for one child or $5.00 for a family 

BIBLE STUDY – 1
st

 and 3
rd

 Friday of each month 
at 10.15am in the Undercroft. 
Contact:  Jocelyn Pitt Ph 5448 8059 

BEER ON THE BALCONY - 2
nd 

Wednesday of 
each month 4.30pm-5.30pm - All men invited 
Join with other men for a beer and chat (non-
alcoholic drinks available).  Pick up and drop off 
can be arranged.   
Contact: John Roth 5446 5334 

MORNING TEAS AT MARY’S PLACE – 4
th

 
Wednesday of each month  
Join with other women for morning tea and listen to 
an interesting guest.  Transport can be arranged. 
Contact: Mary Lupton: 5471 7099. 

CURSILLO GROUPS – Meet regularly – Contact:  
Jan Christian: 5448 2092  

GUILD - 3
rd

 Wednesday of each month following 
a short service at 9am and morning tea 
The Guild is a group dedicated to organising 
various activities with the aim of promoting 
fellowship opportunities.  Membership is open to 
men and women and new members would be 
made very welcome. 
Contact:  Roslyn Thurairatnam 5471 7755 

CRAFT MORNING – 4
th

 Friday of each month at 
9.30am 
This informal group meets to enjoy working on craft 
items, learning new crafts, and chatting over a cup 
or two of coffee or tea. Everyone welcome to either 
participate or just have a cuppa and a chat. 
Contact: Roslyn Thurairatnam 5471 7755 

HEALING SERVICE - Last Friday of each month 
at 5pm 
This is a service of Evening Prayer with a focus on 
prayer for the sick.  
As all of us need healing in some way, anointing is 
available for all present, for our own healing and for 
those for whom we pray.  Everyone is welcome. 
Contact:  Cathy Laufer 5351 1215 

 

 

 
A few months ago Jill Page gave me some cuttings from various magazines that she thought might be 
useful for Beacon on the Hill.   We both got a laugh out of this one…. 
  

A little humor! 

MOST seniors never get enough exercise.  So, in his wisdom, God decreed that seniors would 

become forgetful that they would have to search for their glasses, keys and other things misplaced 

and move around more.  And God looked down and saw that it was good. 

Then God saw there was yet another need.  So God in his wisdom made seniors lose coordination 

that they would drop things, which would require them to bend and reach and stretch. And God 

looked down and saw that it was good. 

Then God considered the functioning of senior bladders and decided that in His wisdom there might 

be calls of nature more frequently, requiring more walking to the relief station, which would burn 

calories.  God looked down and saw that it was good. 

Seniors were obliged to exercise more from these senior shortcomings and did become more active 

as a result.  So if you find you are required to get up and down more as you age, remember it’s 

God’s will and in your best interest, even though you mutter under your breath.     I sure am glad 

that GOD is looking after me! 

Amen! 

This joke and hundreds of others can be found on http://www.becquet.ca/laughter.   

http://www.becquet.ca/laughter


Wine and Cheese Tasting 
 
On Saturday 10th February, a wine and cheese tasting was held at Coolum Thai Spice Restaurant, on the 

Coolum Esplanade, as a fund-raiser for the ministry of Coolum Beach 
Anglican Parish.  We were thrilled to have nearly 40 people attending, many 
of them not part of our regular congregation.  It was very gratifying to be able 
to share our faith with the wider community in such a relaxed way. The staff at 
Coolum Thai Spice had set up the tables so we were all able to be seated 
comfortably while listening to the guest speakers and sampling the delicious 
cheeses and wines on offer. 

 
We were wowed by the delectable wines of Ridgemill Estate 
from Stanthorpe, presented by the "Minister of Fine Wine and 
Fun", Martin Cooper and his wife Michelle who gave us 
fascinating insights into each of the six wines, three whites, two 
reds and a rose.   
 
The delicious cheeses of Kenilworth Cheeses were beautifully paired with the wines and 
were presented by Donna Dodson, Marketing Manager for Kenilworth Dairies.  Donna not 
only told us about the characteristics of each cheese but also 
shared the fascinating history of the company. 
 
“Lucky Door” prizes were part of the fun as Kenilworth Cheeses 
donated 2 lovely cheese packs which were won by Betty Christofis 

and Scott Windred. A bottle of wine donated by Ridgemill Estate was won by Jan 
Christian (no the results were not rigged!!) 
 
 Many guests also stayed on for a lovely banquet at Coolum Thai 
Spice. Wonderful food, wines and company and funds raised for the 
ministry of Holy Spirit Anglican Church made for a highly successful 
evening  -  who could ask for more? Thanks to Phil Layton and Carol Smeeton for their 
organising and to all who participated! 
 

 
ABM LENT APPLEAL 

 
Each year our Parish supports the ABM Lent Appeal.  Envelopes are 
available on the back table.  Or, you can go direct to the ABM website 
to make a donation https://www.abmission.org/pages/donate-online-
to-abms-2018-lent-appeal.html.  Two of the projects being funded this 
year are: The Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Mission Fund and 
the Leadership Formation and Training Fund.  These projects are 
non-tax deductible. 
 

THE ABORIGINAL AND TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER MISSION FUND  

Your gift will support the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Anglican Church in work that seeks to challenge 
violence and injustice, respond to human need and build flourishing communities of hope. With guidance from 
the National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Anglican Council (NATSIAC), ABM makes small grants 
available to projects which express the marks of mission and empower First Nations people. Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander mission grants support missional activities led by Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
people. 

LEADERSHIP FORMATION AND TRAINING 

ABM’s Church to Church Program supports the theological formation and leadership training of our Partners. 

Funding for the Lent Appeal will go towards Newton Theological College in Papua New Guinea, helping in a 
number of spheres, such as curriculum development and the provision of running water. Bishop Jeffrey Driver 
is currently working with the college to mentor a new Principal. 

Please help our Partners to enable their lay and clergy leaders to reach their potential, bringing Christ’s love to 
the people they serve. 

https://www.abmission.org/pages/donate-online-to-abms-2018-lent-appeal.html
https://www.abmission.org/pages/donate-online-to-abms-2018-lent-appeal.html
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STOP THE 
TRAFFIK 
 

The Easter Eggs you choose 

to buy could help prevent 

child trafficking in the Côte 

d’Ivoire, West Africa. Children 

as young as ten are taken and 

forced to harvest cocoa in 

order to supply supermarkets 

with the chocolate we buy 

and love. This Easter STOP 

THE TRAFFIK is asking 

supermarkets to play their 

part by ensuring they stock 

enough certified products.

UPCOMING INFORMATION

SESSIONS

Join other activists to learn 

more and be motivated 

and resourced to STOP THE 

TRAFFIK this Easter:

Tuesday 24 February 

7.30–9pm, Brisbane

Details here.

Friday 27 February 

7.30–9pm, ONLINE event 

(Eastern Daylight Savings 

time). Details here.

The Anglican Church of 

Southern Queensland is a 

member of the STOP THE 

TRAFFIK Australian coalition. Keen to be involved in social 
justice? Looking for a way to make 
a difference?
The Anglicare Social Justice research unit supports the advocacy activities of the ACSQ 

Social Responsibilities Committee. We’re looking for enthusiastic volunteers who can 

help extend the reach of our social justice activities by sharing their skills in things such 

as: helping to organise events or advocacy campaigns;  helping to shape and maintain 

a social media presence for the SRC; assisting with the SRC e-news;  conducting small 

research projects;  or helping to support parishes with their social justice initiatives. 

If this sounds like you and you’d like to find out more, please contact us at 

src@anglicanchurch.org.au;  or Leanne (3838 7553) and Jen (3838 7556)

PRAYER 

We have in this parish a group of dedicated 
people who pray regularly for others.  This 
group of people offer a special prayer ministry 
for anyone who is seeking confidential prayer 
support for all situations and issues.  

You are assured that the strictest 
confidentiality will be maintained and 
that your concerns/needs will not be 
discussed outside the prayer chain 
members.  It is acceptable to ask for 
prayer without giving any details. 

God knows all our needs.  
Please contact Prayer Chain Co-ordinator 

Jenny 5448 2885 or Cathy 5351 1215 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Scott and Sarah Windred will leave us soon to 
spend six months in Indonesia while Sarah 
contines research for her PhD.   

 
During his time with 
us Scott has 
undertaken various 
ministries – serving 
as a Liturgical 
Assistant, preaching  
and visiting 
parishioners and 
their furry friends. 

 

 

 

REGULAR SERVICE TIMES 

 
Sunday 

9.00am Holy Eucharist 

 
Midweek services: 

 
Morning Prayer: 8.30am Friday  
Evening Prayer:  5.00pm Thursday & Friday 

 

Healing Service/Evening Prayer 

5.00pm LAST Friday of each month  

 

Morning service:  9.00am 

3
rd

 Wednesday of each month.  

 
PARISH DIRECTORY 

 

Priest-in-charge:  Revd Dr Cathy Laufer 

Phone:  5351 1215  

email: celaufer54@gmail.com 

 

Parish Office  (Thursdays & Fridays): 

Phone: 0447 002 573 

email  ang.coolum@gmail.com 

Website: www.anglicanchurchcoolum.com 

 

Deacon:  Revd Carol Roth  

Phone:   5446 5334  M 0411 690 058 

 

Church Wardens: 

Jan Christian 5448 2092 

Carol Smeeton 5446 2372 

David Lupton 5471 7099  

 

Prayer Chain  Jenny Peel    5448 2885 

Guild:   Roslyn Thurairatnam   5471 7755 

Cursillo:   Jan Christian    5448 2092 

Casserole Bank:  

 Roslyn Thurairatnam    5471 7755 

Pew Bulletin & Beacon on the Hill:  

email: hsnews4573@gmail.com  

 
CHOCOLATE 
 
Buying Fairtrade chocolate makes a huge difference to the lives of cocoa 
farmers and their families around the world. 

Look for these labels on the Easter eggs and other chocolate products that 
you buy. 

http://www.anglicanchurchcoolum.com/Coolum_Church/Home.html
mailto:hsnews4573@gmail.com

